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DAVE DREW, Senfor Lesturer f platiesics of ShefSeld City Peiytechpls,

highlights some recemt rescerch {indings whih [adiecte ohy thess s

30 much concern ebout poilte — cox

® Psychological tests casrizd fout

on police recruits and probationer

constables thows ihat they arz
more congervative and sutheritarien
than those of comparative eoci

economic status and tend to have

hostile attitudss towards
*coloured” people, S
J’Ref.Em Coleman & Gorem),

* A Home Office study thowed
_ that for racisl ‘attacks blecks oie

36 times more likcly and Asians
53 times more likely to be attacked

than white people,
(Ref: Reclal Artacks,
HMED i081)
* In a paper to the Houcing
Management Committze of (he
london Borough of Camden, 65

cases. of macial harassment were.

reported  on  houvsing | estates
between November 1981 snd July
1982. These ranped from excre-
ment being put through the lotter
 box and verbel abuse to incidents

"“sf 2 more serious nature, phyrical

haressment and stabbings. A white
family in Camden now face eviction
from their council ot for
harassing their Asian neichboun.
In the first case of its kind, Lebouy
controlled Camden has acpved 2
notice of intent to ek posenasion
of the fiat, This represents a depart-
ure from previous policy which was
to rehouse the victims rathes then
those csusing the harzssment,

{Ref: Camden Council, Sept, 1982)
®* Very {éw prosecutions ars mode
for incitement to rscizl heotred
under the Race Relstions'Act 1576,

Sir Michael Havers, the Attomey .

General said in 198! that the:

offence, as it is at present dafined,

is extremely difiicult to prove.
John Kirgsley Read, Chairman-

of the British National Darty, wis |

prosecuted in 1976 for seying ot &
meeting, referring to the murder
of Gurdep Singh CHagrar in

muntty mictiana, i

Seethdl, “Lrst week in Southall
_oas nireer sinbbed another ninger,
Very uuforivnata. One down a
mition to o7, At this tuial Read

iglaimmed  tes | comment gbout
nizgors was 8 jocuitr eside aad that
the second psinack did not refor to
the murder Lut to larce gl
irimiciation Dudpe Mclinnen in his
suntining Up erid:

e

‘had the outs to come forward in
¢he poot aod stend up in public for
the thinpshs believesin®

The iy cubpranently rotnmed
8 veraict of not cafity,

Since 1976 there hove been only
twelve mrosecutions undsr tire Act,
i Rels Faul Gordon Runnvmede

i Nl | Trusth
B In Deutholl In Aprl 1579,
2000 pclice incloding units of the
 Beogial Taived CGreup with horses,
dom, miot shields end helicopters

defended the bt of the Mationzl |

Frar: to hold a mecling in the
Town Mg Ths demoenstretion
gpainel  fhe Hatonal Front wes

edominanity  peaesiul but was
Gisparced with considerable
violenre by ths police, Bleir Fecch
was kiled by o blow from a pelice
munckson or gmibr implement
_and meny olhers were fenously
‘injured, Demends for en  inde-

pender?  public enquiry  were
yoieoted, :

{Ref: NCUR 1900).
® n Warcd 1252 the Metlio-

politzn Police publihed a racial
breakdown of siatistics on sticet
crime for the first time, tIn actual
“fect these had appoired previously

. in written answers to Parlisnientary

questions but hed attrected .no
interest from the medis) Thess

| statistics thowed (he disproportion~

‘ate involvement of blzek piople in

certein' kinds of stroet  crime,
Save, Shettield 1 ena Printed by EVANS of the Kinder Pracs, Sack Unlon Fosd, isw Milla, Nv. Stock pon, ©

. However, mom.
fsues ne ol aiske because the

wirn i ohviovcly 8 men who hog o

iepunterperts

hilet thees pliences accounted for
onlv 5.5 per cent of all crime no
racizsl  breckdown was given for
other oifences for which black
peoplz  would undoubtedly be
undes reprogentad, o
fundamental
feurent wers Dosed  om arrest
piatisiice which have to be very
cerefully ascoszed, Arrests représent
as ok the differentisl effect of
polizing a8 dlfforential crime rates,
hieavy policing will inevitably um-
covzr moze erime, That the police

“tlowed r cmde-equation to be

made betwesn rmce and crime
rhows g blatsnt disregard for the
faein which weunld fail sn A level
statiztics  cendidate.  Whilst it
i temrtiny 1o conclude that there
is 8 lack of statistical expenise
in th: Metvopolitan Police, it is
more likely thet this was a well
crchestrated ccunter sttack to the
Sezrman  Report for which the
figures provided a convenient prop.
The polize wers using the statistics
like & drunken man uses & lamp

.post, more for support than for

ilumnation,
{Ref: Drew, Car~Hill end Gordon,
Heinenmenn Education Books 1983)

* There is evidence to suggest
thet discriminstion on the streets is
fallowed up by discrimination after
grrest, Rezearch has shown that
black juvenilcs arrested in the
Metropolitan Police District were
more  likely thap their white
to. be  charged
immegistely rather than referred to
tws juvenile burezu. The con-
clusion rzached wis that the most
important explanation for this was
the police percention of black
vouths 23 being more aggressive
pnd zntz2gonistic than white youths,
which could affect potlice officers’
¢zcisions ‘to. make an immediate
Ch&‘ﬁﬁ‘. _.’ e ) i
. (Ref- Landou, British Journal
. & of Criminology. 1981}
Cheshire, Tol. 683 44333
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