Radical Statistics Issue 89

Editorial

Welcome to Issue 89 the long awaited conference edition. We start by
apologising for the delay of the first issue for 2006, which is Issue 88,
the special issue on Labour Market Statistics, and continue by
apologising for the slight delay of this conference issue. Issue 88 is
nearing completion should also be out soon! Issue 90, a general
RadStats issue and to mark 30 years of the journal/newsletter, will be
out in the early spring time at the latest. While all articles have been
commissioned for these issues, please feel free to submit articles for
issues 91 onwards.

This year the RadStats annual conference in February was held in the
Central Methodist Hall in Manchester. This issue, along with the AGM
minutes and the financial report, is a collection of articles by Dave
Gordon, Roy Carr-Hill and Peter Edward, a talk by Peter Hardstaff and
an abstract by Kath Moser all relating to their presentations given at
the conference.

The theme for the 2005 Radical Statistics annual conferences was
Global Poverty and Inequality, for as statisticians we want to advise
on how far progress is being made in the eradication of poverty
worldwide. The difficulties in making valid interpretation of statistical
data from a variety of countries is acknowledged, but the problems in
assessing levels of poverty in developing countries is far more
problematic.

The conference presented various methods for obtaining valid
measures for global poverty, health and mortality. With due regard for
reliability, the selected data was used to examine the extent and
implications of inequity. The conference also attempted to identify the
underlying processes that frustrate efforts to monitor and improve
global well-being. The aim was to improve our understanding, an
important step for achieving a fairer world.
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