
1. In t roduct ion: Demys t i fy ing Socia l 
Stat is t ics/ John Irvine, Ian Miles and Jeff Evans 

Section One: Historical Perspectives on 
Social Statistics 
2. Statistics Teach ing in Socia l Science: A P r o b l e m 

wi th a History/John Irvine and Ian Miles 

3. T h e Social R o o t s o f Statistical 
K n o w l e d g e / M a r t i n Shaw and Ian Miles 

4. Eugenics and the R i se o f M a t h e m a t i c a l 
Statistics in Britain/Donald MacKenzie 

Section Two: O f Knowledge and 
Numbers 

5. What ' s so Great abou t Facts?/John Krige 

6. W h y are Figures so Signif icant? T h e R o l e and 
the Cri t ique o f Quantification/Robert M. Young 

7. Pos i t i v i sm and Statistics in Socia l 
Science/Russell Keat 

8. T h e Signif icance o f 'S ignif icance 
Tests 9/Liz Atkins and David Jarrett 

Section Three: Statistics and the State 
9. T h e Cri t ique o f Off ic ia l Stat is t ics/ /*?Miles 

and John Irvine 

10. H o w Off ic ia l Statistics are P r o d u c e d : V i e w s 
f r o m the Inside/Government Statisticians' Collective 

11. Social Class : Off ic ia l , Soc io log ica l and 
Marxist /Theo Nichols 



12. S e x i s m in Off ic ia l Statistics/^nn Oakley 
and Robin Oakley 

13. T h e P o v e r t y o f Wea l th Statistics/Christopher 
Hird and John Irvine 

14. P o v e r t y in the Wel fa re State/Jim Kincaid 

15. L a b o u r Statistics/Richard Hyman and Bob Price 

16. A M a t t e r o f Life and Death: Med ic ine , 
Heal th and Statistics/Lesley Doyal 

Section Four: Statistics in Action 
17. T h e C o m p u t e r i s a t i o n o f Social 

R e s e a r c h / Mick McLean 

18. O p i n i o n Po l l s—Socia l Science o r Pol i t ical 
Manoeuvre?/Catherine Marsh 

19. Ope ra t i ona l R e s e a r c h and Cos t Benefit 
Ana lys i s : W h o s e Science?/Jonathan Rosenhead and 
Colin Thunhurst 

20. Soc ia l Forecas t ing : Predic t ing the Future o r 
M a k i n g History?//<2rt Miles and John Irvine 

21. T h e Use o f Statist ics in 
Counter- Informat ion/Bil l Ridgers 

Section Five: Conclusion 
22. Soc ia l Statistics: T o w a r d s a Rad ica l 

Sc ience/Dot Griffiths, John Irvine and Ian Miles 

Index 


