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This 1s the first {ssue of Radlcal Statistics Newsletter, and we
very much hope that it won't be the last. Tt 1s 1{ntended that
1t will provide cne . way of expressing and exchanglng velws, and keep-
ing our more remote members in touch with the activities of the group.

Ve are a fairly scattered group, geograpghically, so it may be inevitable
that some members are less able to come to meetings ,but it would be a pity
if the group consisted of a few activists and a large number of sympathetic
but 1inactive members.

By now at least 70 people have contacted us to find out about the
group. This 1s a very encouraging start and we hone that the present rather
academic composition of the members can be broaderned to inelude many more
statisticians working in industry and local&national government. As well as
its formal activities , the group should provide the possibllity for direct
contact between members sharing common interests. At the inauvgural meeting
we s5et up six study groups to look at particular areas, detalls of the
groups and their conveners aopesar in the newsletter, but there is no reason
why these should be regarded as an exhaustive 1ist and we would welcome offers
from anyone willing to convene meetlngs of other sub-groups on any other topic
or basis (e.g. regional).

While much of the activity of the Radical Stats group will be centred
around the study groups, many important issues transcend any single group.
The newsletter {s a forum where veiws on these issues can be aired. Since
the newsletter consists of what peonle write for 1t we need your thoughts
on any aspect of statlstics or the group's objlectives that you can spare
time to send us.Some of the sections 1in this issue { reviews,quotes, letters)
may hecome filxed features,if contributions are forthecoming , but we would
like the bulk of future issues to consist of short nleces by members

expounding a point of veiw, directing
of 'misuse' of statistical techniques
can be an effectlive force in changling
particularly welcome your comments on

our attention to particular examples
and suggesting ways in which the groun
the things we criticise. We would

the ideas expressed In thils issue

Duoteable Quotes, ..
" As  an Feoncmlst, a  Statisticlan and an  ex-Clvil
Servant he tends to think he can understand
ANYTHING "
Richard Crossman on Harold Wiison
The Sunday Tlmes 9.2.75



IRAFT REPORT FOR RSS NEWS & NOTES OF THID [HUIAGHRAT, MEFTTING OF RADTCAL STAT1SLLCS

This report is not intended as exact minutes Of the meeting heid on the 3Cth of
January but as an expansion of some ~f the 1doas  ex oressed there and on

other wovccasslons by members o the group. Ity purpuse 18 to  inform members
of the RSS of the concerns and =ctlvities of  the  zroup. As such  there

is no reason why any points which  otner  memiurs fee! should be included
in the T"report” shouldn't appear,so we would very much  welcome sugpgested
ndditions, improvements or Just eriticisms. Plorse let me have them by

FEERUARY 2b4th 1in order that we can meet the deadiine for the Aprll
1ssue.

Following on from a letter appearing in the January 1ssue of News &
Notes, an inaugural meeting of 'Radical Statistics' was held 1n Tondon at the end
of January. Over 50 people attended, mainly drawn from the universitles, poly-
technies and research units, but also including statistlclans in public
administration. The mailn feelings expressed were concern at the lack of critical
discussion of the uses of statistics and of the relationship between statisticians
and those who "consume" his output. This was attributed in part to an elltist
system of education, in which the bulk of the population have absclutely no contact
with statistical ideas. It was felt that these considerations would have important
implications for the tecaching of statistics, the training of statisticilans, thelr
work situation and responsibilities, and the way in which thelr work is published
and assessed.

While one of statistiecs' alms 1s to simplify and clarify complex data, it
seems very often that statistical results are presented in a  way ‘that only .
experts can find comprehenslible. This is particularly worryling when policy
decisions depend upon the outcome of research, since 1n thils case the mystification
of statistical methodology effectively limits public debate to technlcal wrangling
among the so-called experts. Thus statistics can effectively dis-enfranchisc the
layman. A proceedure which has a simllar effect is when polley declsions are
deffered and made contigent upon the results of a programme of research. The
research might for instance consist of examining the views of individuals who may
be affected by the declsion under discussion. In Lhis case the carrying out of
the research can have the effect of closing alternative channels of action which
mizght otherwilse be open to these people.One possibvle function of the group would
be to provide statistical information and "expertise' for actlon-groups, claimants
unions and the like. Thils would attempt to redress the imbalance 1n a situation
in which the administration has many technical resources at its disposal , but
the man in the street hins none. '

Concern was also exprossed about the suacvistician s technneratlé involvemént.
In this rele he is hidden from public view, his methods are assumed to be value-
free, and he has 11ttle or no control over the product of hls work once the
statistical analysis 1s finished. Members of the group were partleularly disturbed
by the restrictions placed on statisticlans working in central and local govern-
ment. These workers are often required to produce "figures" for purely political
purposes, and are constrained by thelr employers and by Officirl Secrets Act
from making public thelr oblections to these figures, or the methods by which
they were devised. In academlc work these constraints are less formallsad, but
nevertheless the requirements for promotion tend to encourage technocratic
research divoreed from real issues. It was suggested that a code of practice for
statisticlans might be a useful way of highlighting the ethlcal and political
problems involved in all kinds of statistical work.

The group decided to set-up study groups to dilscuss ideas 1In several areas,
these would meet fairly frequently and informally . The areas suggested were
Methodology,The Working Statlstician, Teaching Statistles, and groups to lock
at the application of statlstics in Health, Education and Economics.
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FINANCES
Tt was declded a2t the meeting that the cexpenses involved 1n circulating
newsletters ete. would best be met by veluntary contrivutions from members rather
than a subscrintion At the mecting £10.00 was collected .end thils should  go
quite a long way as long as the size ol the groun doesn't  get very much larger



FUTURE EVENTS

The Research Seminar Group in Quantative Soal~l Sciunce,  an SSRC sponsored
group which holds quartcrly mectings on aopitentiong of statlstical methods nand
papers on research in srogress, s holding o mectimg on the  3rd of Juiy, which
is belng organised by John Bibby.The meeting conslsts of two sessions, and the
present plan is that the tirst sesolon should be on the theme of Teaching
Stetistlies and that the second might consist of a eritical examination of the
apolication of statlstles to =2 sarticular rescarch area, If any member of
Radical Statistics has a paper which would fit Into these two themes, or knows
cf anyone else who might Dbe willing to give cne, John would be very glad to
hear from them.He can be contacted at the Cpen University, Milton Keynes,Bucks
Tel: 0908-7L066  Ext 5150.



