RADICAL STATISTICS MEETINGS

Meetings of the Radlcal Statisties group are to be organised by the
convener of each of the study-groups which were set up at the inaugural
meeting . At the moment there are no plans for a meeting of the whole group
and 1t 1s expected that these will be practical only as cften 2s once a
quarter. It is hoped that the study-groups will be able to meet more often
and that they will be able to present 'reports' of thelr discussions
and activities to the mectings of the whole group. This is , of course,
not meesnt to be the final word on the group's organisation , and will have
to be tried out and moedified to sult as many people as possible. We would
welcome comments on  the suitabllity of thls arrangement . However we
hope that most people will take at least = nominal interest in one,
if not more ,of the sub-groupsg a brief ‘desceription'of dach appears below.

Study-group on statistics In ECONOMICS

Ideas sugzested for discussion at the f(irst meeting of the group are
the use of Cost Benefit Analysis and the constructlon of Cost of Living Indices,
but all other 1deas for toples to be cxamined by the group are welcome.

If you are interusted In joining thls sub-group please return the slip below
to: Andrew Harvey,

Rutherford Ccllege,
University of Kent,
Canterbury,

Kent CT2 TNX

Tel : Canterbury 606822

T would like to join the study-group on Eccnomlces Name
Address
) Twl No.

The first meeting of this study-group 1s suggested as
FRIDAY 28th FEERUARY =zt &.00 p.m. at the London School of Economics
I CAN manage a meeting t the time yrprested
CANNOT age & e Z 0 1 moe suggeste

FLEASE  INDICATE WHETHER YOU CAN ATTEND




Study-group on EDUCATIONAL  RESEKARCH

Topies for discussion Include
the status of various constructs e.g. 1ntelllgenee, achlevement
ideoclegical blases e.g. towsrds individual rather than co-cperative work
experimental vs. 1iluminative/action apnroaches to research
use of medels, such as regressicn and factor analysis for policy decisions
speclal problems for longitudinal research

If you ere Interested 1n Jolning this sub-group please return the siip below to:
Harvey Goldstelin,

Naticnal Childrens Bureau,

8 Wakeley St.,

London  N.1. Tel No : 01-278 9iki

I would like to Join the Fducational Rescarch group Name

Addrezs

Tel HNo

Study-group on TEACHING STATISTICS

Topies for discussion include
re-location of foundations { philosophy of science, especlally the problem of
induction
the role of mathematics and probability
the use of "applications"” especially in service ccurses
statistics as part of a "liberal education"
should Bayesian statistics be kent a secret
eritique of hypothesis tests within various diseivtines.

If you are interested in jJoinlng this sub-group please return the slip helow to:

Jef'f Evans,

1 Granvilie Road,
London N4 4EJ
Tel;01-3%48 8514

I would iike to Joln the sub-group on the teaching of statistics
Mome
fAddress
Tel No

Study-group on HEATTH
Toples for discussicn include
the different approaches to studying and "measuring” mentsl health

the relatlonship between health and scelal class

If you are interested in Joining this sub-group rlease return the slip below to:

Ian Plewls Name
Thomas Coram Research Unit

Lo Brunswick Square, Address
tondon W.C.1 Tel: Q1-278 2hah

I would llke to Join the sub-group on health

Tel Mo
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Study-group an  STATISTICIANR AS EMPLOYERS

Wnat the subgroup can or should do can only be decided by all members once
we get ourselves togethier, bulld up trust smong us, ard ool experience and
ideas. These are my own ldeas to start up discussion.

The idea of professionalism certainly mystifies both us and other workers,
but 1t also provides statlsticians with an alternative focus of ldentity which en-
ables us to resist total subscervience to our employers. The aress In which we
work can be placed on a spectrum : in the academic worid, we are granted a
certaln (maybe not very great ) independence - for the system needs some creative
work, which our rulers know doesn t flourish in prison. In industry and the more
cruclal areas, especially, of central government, we are subject to much more
severe discipline by our emplomers - not even being allowed to speak abcout what
we do. Non-university teaching, local government, research agencles are situated
between the two ends of the spectrum.

What can we do about it? What use, 1f any, can trade unicns or rank-and-file
groups be to us? How can we help the work of other subgroups? Can we write
rlternative (anti-?leareers literature for the use of radical statisticians in
education? How can we radicalise ocur ceolleagues? break down the barriers between
us and other workers? fight the Cffilcial Secrets Acts and commercial confldent-
iality? galn more control over the conditions and content of our work?

Could we also look at broader issues? ¥What is the situation of our countor-
parts in other parts of the world, and can we got in touch with them? What part
carl or should we pluy as statisticisns in prevaring for and corganising a new
society of freely associated labowr?  YWhat would be tho functlon of statistics
in solving the problems of coordination in such s soclety? How can we bring
mathematlelans, sclentists, .cuglineers, OR peonle,  computing workers, .roduction
workers and so on Into these discussions?

These are some of my questlons, and you hove diffeorent questions. To begin
with we d better not b tos ambitiosus., T 11 be hapuy Just to make contact with
some of you out therec

NAME it e e ADIRESS i i e e

D R T e e I N R R I

P T I TR I BRI R |

IDEAS_ FOR GROVE_ACTIVITY

Flease feel free to be more expansive ouw veur 1deas than the ahove
space may pernmit by adding furthor shests.



TUE, STATYISTOAL METHODNLeGY charp

Dear Colleagsue,

The Stacistical Methodolopy proup hos rnch to decide abeut its bacic
ohjectives and rthe best methods of pursuing these. Tmnortant as these
decisiens are it is equally important that the discussion of these
should not cccupy all of the group's time. 17 veuw have any commapis,
suggestions,ideas about what the 8.M. sroup sheuld or could do (whether
or not vou wish to become an active wember) please scribble these down
(excessive vensard of Enplish prammar unnecessary) and send them to me
as soon as possible {or phone the number below).

YOUR IDEAS ARE NEEDFD!

I1f you are interested in jeining the groun, please complete and return
the slip balow. Don't be deterred if you don't expect to attend many
meetingg - Active participation by post could stilil be expected.

1 look forward to hearing frowm you.

Best wishes,
Dept. of Statistics,
. London School of Economics
Pavid Balmer ; - ?
Houghton Strest,
London, WC2

Tel.MNo. OV=A405~7656
Home No. 037-43-864563

To: D.W. ldalmer
NDepartment of Statistics,
London School of Economics,
Houghton Street,
London, W2 Tel.Xo. O1-405-7685
Home No. 037-43-645673

STATISTICAL METHODOLOCY CROUP

1 do wish to join the Statistical Methodolepy Greoup
do not
NAME .. . i, PPN ADDRESS ...t C et e e v e

IDEAS FOR GROUP ACTIVITY

i l{ ase (.Ll free to ) oYve C‘..(]..ltl.u.\ c o0 vyouy ldgacs t 14T thf. anovs
T f a } 1 ~ar . 7 ,! oy o= ].. 1 ‘l. a
S])&CE mdy D(‘;mlt l.v’ ﬂdliln( f(.ln ther sheets.



