LETTEHS ' lst May i975 ' 8.

To the Editor of Raulcal Statlstics Newsletter

Dear Lliz,

One of the topice that was mentioned at the inaugural
meeting of R.S. which keeps coming up, but seems not to Le belng
dealt with by any of the study groups, le that of statistical
advice for communlty groups. It seems to me that there are many
statlsticlans who wou.d be wil.ling to give advice on the extract-
lon, interpretation and cecollectlon of data to people and groups
unable to afford paid.statistiosl help. Similar groups are
starting in our feiiow profXessions: for example, there are many
legal advice centres now, abd there is even a group glvwing free
accountancy advice,

From the polnt of view of R.S. itself, the establishment
of such a group would be good, It is a&lways helpful in a
movement such as ours to have a section roiling up its sleeves
and getti.g on with a Jjob the ueed for which is §lready recognised,
whlle aims and policies are still being formulated, The latter
prevents the foruwer from forgetting the more long=term
asplrations of the group, the former prevente the latter from
becoming a talk-shop, and provides & base from which further action
can arise, Particularly in the areas of demystifying statistics,
public availability of data, exposing mis-use of statistics, an.d
in emphasising our belief that Statistics does have a positive
coatributlion to muke Lo our socliety, could, I think, & group
grappling with the prouvlems of comauilty ana actlio. groupe
contricute va.uably,

I would like to hear from people literested in Jolnling such
a group., There &re many things to discuss: how to contact
organlsxations likely o want our heip, how to allocate members
to organisatious, whether to seek the cheap use of computing .
facilities, and so oa, Perhaps we could meet to discuss these
and other ldeas. As a start, here, for eriticiam, 18 a very
rough draft of an advert that could be put 1. unewslwtters read
by community groups offering ourselves;

'"Statistlcs prove ...", "our statlsticlans tell us ...",
"The computer has predicted ..."; we are often faced with state-
ments startibg with phrases such us these, and have very little
ablilty or power to verify the fucts they present, nor even to
48c888 tnelr lmportauce 1n relation to other agpecte of the
problem thut maybe hav®dt vee: considered. Very few "men in the
street” nor "groups ut street-.evel" have the mouey to pay
s8tatistlcluns aud ruu computers to coliect and assess the data
they feel to we lmportant,

'We ure a group of statisticlans who would like to help such
groups meet those whomuke such #alements on their own ground; to
help them to be as weél iuiformed ws possiuie, Tuere are two ways
in which we cau nelp: firstly, i: getting and interpreting mix
8tatistics that are in theory availavle to the public, but are
in fact so inuccessabke that 1o one can find them without an
latimate knowledge of the volumes 1u which they appear., Secondly,
wWe could glve advice on carrylag out surveys; getting & proper
sample, designfug qaestionalres, and so o,

'If you feel pour group could do with our sort of help
pleuse contact ,...."

home: Wiuchester (0962) 66971 . .
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Dear Jeff,

Presumably as 'guest editor' of Radstat News, you will allot a few

pages to 'letters from our readers'. Could you please include this
from me?

l.

I should like to thank all those who participated in the July
3rd meeting of the SSRC Research Seminar Group in Quantitative
Social Science. I must confess to being rather disappointed
myself, particularly with the discussions. I think that future
get—togethers of Radstats could well learn from the mistakes of
this meeting. In particular, the following hints may be gleaned.

{(a) More time should be allowed for discussion.

(b) Discussants should be 'briefed' to set the discussion going
in the desired direction.

{¢) Some sessions at least should take place in small groups.

(d) Possibly a completely different format should be adopted.

Of course other people may offer other hints, and they should be
encouraged to put them forward.

2.

The possibility was mentioned of publishing the proceedings of

the July 3rd meeting in some shape or form. The discussion was
recorded with this end in view. However, I now feel it would be
better if people could send me written critiques of the papers
presented there, as well as anything else they may care to contri-
bute on the theme of Radical Statistics, and I will see if anything
can be done with them. (Initial correspondence with John Wiley
suggests that they may be interested in such a publication.)

In the Radical Statistics meeting on the evening of the 3rd,

people suggested a firebrigade, flying squad or whatever of
statisticians who could offer their services to left-wing groups.

I will contact Counter—-information about this. Will anyone who
wishes to be included in this group please contact me, and also let
me have ideas about how we should advertise this group.

A group of us are planning to look into the statistics of wages and
prices. (A case for the flying squad?) Please contact me if

interested. Techn Bibby
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Former Finance Officer P B
told governors that computation of stu-
dent/staff ratios by subject was very diffi-
cult but that the poly now has a formula
which will be used to analyse subject
areas.
In looking at figures prepared by Mr
- B » governors speculated on how they
could be “improved,” only to run afoul
Ef stalistics lecturer/staff governor K

“No value judgements, please. Figures
don't improve or not. They only get
larger or smaller.”
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