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“th soril 1076
fadicel “teticrtics Croun,
105 Foel Roed,

ral

sondon ..

cenr Jir/Medan,

I am doing resonrah on the nolitical immliecrtions of
e~ono-ic rlannine and its reloted teeobnicues and an »ortieularly
concerned with the 2hute of these techricues in aortrnl and lonol
rovernment (or inderd in onv Qecision-rme-ing situntior vricr iz
14 <3 o rave 'molitienl' concoanences)., T undceretand vwonr Crour

oo sonnornec ity this cuccsiion.

I worder if o co1f rogeibly enlicrtten me o0 to ¢ &l
of rour Grour, rerer me o ony ~ublications or hibliorrs T ien viio™
are rertinert to thic rwrovlew snd/or furnish me with roy outonoreAio o

1il-strrtions of politirsl tian in decizion-mo’-ings s 2 veovlt of

srevistical 2oovontions o078 dendsion-netine rules emrloved v I

Govid re vyers cwshbeful 1F wou covld pdive me come leads drto tricn
“weleact mattsy rns orertars 1F wou thin 't it wortintyile, I could Jrov
1 sometinme ooy Cte spvvmer ro Poshall te up in Tondon for sonie Bica.

1f anyone has any ideas or comments on this letter, please send them to:

Liz Atkins,
105 Noel Road,
LONDON, N.1.
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Department of Socilology & Anthropology

University College. Swansea.

Dear liz,
T enclese an account, rather brief, of my work and interests with
reference to statistics. What follows will be sketchy and rambling; use it if you

like.

My research is concerned with the responses of classics teachers in schools to
changes/decline in demand for their knowledge., The analytical focus is on classics
as curricular content: its definition changing as a result of negotiation between
its purveyors, producers and distributors and other parties. This negotiation is
affected by changes in the available cultural categories and images which can be
appealed to for support; and the influence of statistics is one of these cultural
factors.

Statistics is relevant to curricular negotation in several ways. Most obvious-
ly . the use of statistical method in constructing curricular policgy tends to
establish an argumentative base removed from discussion of content. The features
of curricula fed into timetabling calculations are quantitative: numbers of periods,
pupils.etce, Qualitative assumptions have to be built into this procedure ; for
instance pupll numbers are usually estimated for the future, or produced by selsct-
ive compulsion, or by'guided' choice, and in allotting time to different curricular
contents, norms of 'fairness' and 'balance' may operate, as well as head's personal
prejudices. The point is, that the use of statistical calculation{ and of computers)
turns this procedure into a black box whose output 1Is almost impossible to question.

Two seperate points have to be distinguished. First. is the statistical think-
ing employed tc mystify criticism and argumeni? For instance, is the distance of
statistical procedure from everyday thinking used to conceal the fact that certain
assumptions are enshrined in the input to statistical calculations? 3Secondly. are
there features of statistical thinking which themselves enrcourage or facilitate
mystification? Both of these are important. but my impression of the Rad Stats

group 1is that very little been done on the second question.
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4 mid-point between these two questions is provided by another factor:
national or cultural traditions in statistics. If you compare Quetelet and Galton
vou find that they developed different areas of statistics because of theilr different
interests: Queteletl was concerned with averages, Jalton with variance., Again, if
one ~ompared U.K. and U,3, statistics at an early stage, similar differences would
presumably appear- individual differences in U.S, not U,.K.: genetlecs vice versa?
The german immigration to the U.3, has to be taken into account too (Hotelling,
Lazarsfeld et al): but in the latter's case it looks as if part of his expertise
that resonated with what was looked for in the U.8. developed. while the rest
atrophied. What can be said of U.K, psychologists in this area®? Did an emphasis on
statistical calculation of mental factors et al reinforce the apparent over-
methodologised atheoreticality ( sorry. ) of U.¥. psychology ? I hear ( is it
true?) that this tradition continues in part by suppressing alien bits of its past,
e.z, Spearman’'s creative theorising is ignored, his factor-juggling nentioned.A
contemperary test -ase might be the atitiitude of psychologists generally to Liam
Hudson.

This kind of query meets the examination of educational practice, for
instance when the latter includes the use of models of mind in constructing
curricular and scheool systems. Specifically, the notion of adolescence appearing
in Hadow and Spens {late 20's and early ?%0's respectively) was built on,with a
bit of Whitehead ( adolescence as the 'age of precision') by Cyril Norwood to
nreate the Norwood Report's tri-partite definition of pupils- rational.technical
and mechanical, crudely. This was explicitly announced as a pragmatic, educators’
rlassification, educational psychology as a 'scientific' area being politely put
aglide, Why was this possible ? Again, the most noticeable thing about the psycholo-
gists' counterblast (Burt,BJ Ed Ps 1943) is its mildness, but then Burt probably
agreed with the Platonist and elitist assumptions embedded in Norwcod's classifjic-
ation.

Hope the above may be of use or interest. at least as light reading

best wishes

Chris Stray



5 Burford ioead,
sromley,

hent,

27th February 1976,

Degar Liz,

Thanlz you Zor €11 the ef ori you and your collespues
nut into the AGM lest Szturdey., T nave been thinking
cbout whet wes seid th n an? offer ny own conclusions,

Iy rrime -, interest, s I think you wnow, is in mecting
others inte ested in rsdicel metho s of developing
sLatisticsl eneiysis, ou. there floes not gppeer much
support for this erproaci,

I one wenls stevisticel thinking usazsd for rsdicel
roliticel sctivity & reco.on the immediate sction should

ve to join with the »388k3 &5 & statisticall, com itteq
EUUE roun.  UGr Lresont numuvers are too few Lo ensi:e

cur conticus: exisience as & prosclytising force. ‘o
cecome wholly intros;eciive, to tele only to oche anoilner
it to counccntrate on a fo:mal rolicy Statement seeums
pollticelly jejune sndé socicily pointless. 4As & subgroup
of' Bosxs vur Iirst ¢ffort should be to paln adhevents from
statisticicns. . pelicve Lhere sre mEny statisticicus

W0 Lave sussergec syagatnies o & radicel viewpoint,

Cut wio heve not ye. ex.ressec any committment. oup

Tirst tas. is to provide & broed forum wnich will enuple
Llel, incoed o encoursapgc them, oo participsie. aving
inercesces our strength vwe then have to sell cur princicles
1o tre josivticel sznimsl ene the voter; ooviocusly thisg

13 &« dific.cnt and harderp seil, out it is necessarily

Losecont UG .,

bt ot

“

‘ne first proviem of geining the more sactive sympethy

end ccrmittmeni of more statisticians cen only be solvad
0y oguality publicity, Articles and papers in existing
professicncl or radicel journals are urgently neecded;

I do not believe we thot we haove the strength to puciish

& new journszl, Wwider imrnect can be through the newspaper,
ttie local one ~ather than the naticnzls, where ve hove

to lateh cn a:local topic of current interest in orde-

to present our radicel znd stetisticsl eprproach.,  Deyidregms
should reveolve zround & chence to enreer on mess TV,

tiils dine of sction is necesserily individuslistic sna

it dcrends enticely on nersconel efiort, Grourp sctivities
would ve oryenised leorpely to sungort endé to stimulzie

Lne dndlvidundl's eflort,  Some mey consider this too
HALCOne.  LuwVer, Il seoms to ide to be sn inescevable
conclusion if we zre to Lave eny scciesl effect outside
triose wio sitended the AGHL,

Teuirs sincerely.

Peter Herne



