Reports from the

Health Group

We have =0ld 211 our second printing of 'Whose Priorities?!, and after some
hesitation, have had a third printing done - only 5030 copies this time, A

letter arrived from the British Library complaining we hadn 't honoured our

legal obligation to give them a copy, and as a result of senpding them ome,

Radiezl Statistics is now registered as a publisher with the Standard Bock Number—
ing Ageneyd Those of us whe were st the AGM found the discussion of Whose
Priorities?! helpful, especially ag it focussed on our concluding section which
was the part we felt we had written with the most difficuliy amd the least
success, Those of you who still havent read 'Whose Prioritiesg?! cen cpen youre
selves up to thie literary experience by sending me 45p plus 15p for pratage etc.

We hope to be able to make use of the points made in the discussion at the AGM
in our twe current projects. Indeed, fohn Puntis, one. of the most vocel oritics,
has drafted the conclusions section for our critigue of 'Sharing Resources for
Hoalth', the revort of the Resources Allocation Working Party (RAWP). In this
we sre asking whether the Working Party were asking the right questions, whether
they hed answered their own cuestions satisfactorily (no prizes awarded for
pueseing our replies to these), and then going on to show any evidence we can
find azhout tae cifects of the report, The drafts of the individual sections have
been written znd the next task is to put ihem together,

Our nroject on 'fees for service! is one stage  further on, in that Tom Heller
hag taken the various drafts and edited them toget':er. e will be mee¥ing to
digecuss this in & few doys. After some discussion at our last meeting on April
23, we declded anongst other thlngs, to distinguish between the nrinciples of
fees for service to doctors and that of direct »ayment of roctors by patiente.
The armments againgt the latter are well aired in —~ublic, though those for them
are promlnent in “he FiA's evidence to the Royal Commission on the National Health
Service, Those cpainst 'fee for service 'are less widely known, although that is
how dentiste =re paid already. The main.objections are that the -ractice
encoursges trncc:sgary treatuents and opesrations, many of whick have not been
validited bv cliniesl trials.

48 cen be seen, these two projscts cre well advanced, They haven't, however reached
the stage when we can go through the ritual,set up at the A@I, of setting a date
for =z meeting to invite £11 and sundry to discuss final drafts for publication,
Tt 1o nuite 1ikely that we shtall be much nearer that stage by the time you
read this. So, to save worl end postage, we hereby give x (C>14) deys notice of
14ng 2 meetings to discuss a draft of a proposed Uubllcat on, To obtain az copy
of the relevent draft togethsr with detdils of the time and place of the meeting.
at which it will be discussed, jlease write tot Martin Bland, Dept of Clinical
Epidemioclogy and Social Medlclne, St George 's Hospital Medlcal 3chool,
Blackshaw Bd., Tooting,londion SW 17, Please tell bith which draft you want RAWY,
op fees for service,

Alison Macfarlane,

40U Varwick Road,

St Albans,

Herts..
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Education Group

The education group has recently been discussing a number of particular
topics and broad themes with the 'Great Debate' as background. Of particular
interest has been the proposed activities of the D.E.S. Assessment of Performance
Unit, and the measuring instruments in the form of item banks, We have discussed
from our perspective a number of particular pieces of contemporary research and
the implications of their (often) inappropriate and loaded statistical argﬁnents._

We have thought it werthwhile to attempt to produce a pamphlet uith a
number of individual authors attaching ppecific topics from a radical statistics
perspective as our contribution to the 'Great Debate'.

A number of members of the Group have ideas onparticular articles but we
hope to create as wide an interest as possible, Would radical statisticians
with suggested topics for discussions, or with contiibutions to actually make to
such a pamphlet, or even with tentative ideas for collaboration with others
please contact Tony Fielding. Anything is welcome at this stage, and note we

are concerned with education in its broadest sense, and with education at all

ages.
Tony Fielding
- . Faculty of Commerce & Social
Miscellanious (?) ce & 8o
Miscellaneous (‘)) University of Birmingham
. P.O.Box 363
Miscellany Birmingham  BlS 27T
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