Statisticians show number power

ﬁy Stewar: Tendler

At the age of .32 Dr Henry
Wyaa, lecturer ar Impertal Col-
lege, Londan University, will be
installed this week as president
of the Royal Sratisgca) Society,
Not only will he hecame
probably the vounges: head of
any learned soziety, bz he will
50 be the first presiden: of
the soviety r be eleczed to the.
position. . Sl

After two - years -of ingernal
political struggle, his succession
on Wednesday maris a victory
for a reforming: group within
the society, which so often in
the past has been the instiga-
tion of reform elsewhere. The
hapless victim of the struggle
has turned our ro be Sir Camp-
oell Adamson, formperly director
general of the Confedecation of
British Indusery. R

Until tast year the counci] of
the society” fiffed wacancies
among its 30 members nominst-
ing new members—- umopused.

Last year Sir Camphell was

" nominated ~e0 foin - the: council
hut a group of fellows decided

1o challenge the council’s nom.

imation and forced an election.

Tt was the first such eiection

to be held. and Sir Campbeli

-was defeated, Then the council

‘this year nominated him to be-

come president. ~ . |

.* The cociery has also over the
‘vears adepted a system where-
by presidents chosen from in-
side the snciety are alternated

at intervals with a president
sopointed from wutside.. The
idea was to bring in new blood
and ideas. - L

In recent timeés such “ dxter-
nal” presidents have included,
Sir-  Harold - Wilson, who
described the ‘position as the
‘greatest of the ‘manv honours
besrowed on him. :

The ‘reformers, having
trivmped- last vesr, decided .10 -
fight again; and Dr: Wynn was
rominated ~by. -six - fellows o
‘challenge the coouncil’s choice:
Sir Campbel]l was' defeated by
933" votes to 614 in a Turnout
.representing. 42 per cent of the
membership, - :

The reformers  insist .that
there was nothing . personal
azainst Sir -Camvbell and em-
phasized that they were fight-
ing for-democracy in a struggle
with the council, which includes
a mumber of well known aca-
demics and statisticians in the
public field. . ;

On the other side there is a
feeling that a number of
_younger. " radical statisticians
struck cemmon . ground, with
some unhappy at the idea of an
external president and others
unhappy about Sir Campbell’s
candidacy,: . .

At the end of the dav it
appears that the society might
ponder. the words of 3 nine
teenth-century essavist ; * Demo-
cracy is the power of numbers.
It assumes that numbers have
@ right in the nature of things
to rule” - o

RN A

I

.
S
Vi
[
L
-
A

“j

VAN

g
R |
g

T

T
o L

W

M




