G iy
iy

REG PARcHwe NO




This issue handled by Dave Haran Editor of next issue:

and Patricia Morton-Smith John Bibby
Mathematics Faculty
Open University
Walton Hall
*Milton Keynes MK7 6AA

CONTENTS

Editorial
Next Issue
Report on Annual Conference

Cost-benefit Analysis

~l W b e

Conference afterthoughts from Ian Miles

Feature Articles

Martin Hammersley : The interpretive attack on statisties 11

Response from Jeff Evans 21
David Hamilton : In praise of fee-for-service 25
Response from Jain Chalmers 29
Reports

Committee on Data Protection 39
Radical Data Bank 42
Education sub-group 43
Health sub-group ' 43
Race, ethnic minorities and immigration sub-group 45
Fightback Conference 46
Seminars 46
Firebrigade News 47

News about British Society for Social Responsibility
in Science 48



1578-79 TREASURER'S

REPORT

INCOME

11.3.78 Balance 99.44

Subscriptions 281.94

Rad.Stats.
Pamphlet No.4 6.20

387.58

ANTICIPATED INCOME

Registrations 1979 AGM 23.00

EXPENDITURE

Booking -~ 1978 AGM
Print Support Service
Postage - RS 13

Printing - RS 14

Postage - RS 14

Routine Postage

Rad.Stats. Pamphlet No.4
Refund of Standing Orders
Bank charges

Booking Deposit - 1979 AGM

Balance 24.3.79

ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURE

Balance of Booking - 1979
AGM

Food for Party "

Routine Postage and
Photocopying

20.

35,

15

12

276.

387.

30.

42.

15

.50

10

.72

.00

.95

.20

.00

.40

.00

56

58

34

.00

.13

47



NEXT ISSUE - SEPTEMBER 1979

The next issue of RSN will consider the theme "Radical Statistics:
Where have we been, and where are we going?". It is intended as
a stocktaking issue, as we come up to our fifth anniversary

in January, 1980. Contributions (e.g. short letters) will be
especially welcome if they are on this stocktaking theme.

It is hoped to include a review of Demystifying Social Statistics,
as well as reports from our (wo)man in Maputo, and Marseilles.

The editor is John Bibby. Please send your contribution to

him by

31st August

at the latest. His address is:

The Open University,
Milton Keynes,
MK7 6AA

(Tel: 0908-63844 or 0908-312372 at home)

N.B. From September Ist his office telephone number is
0908-653844 .

He would also appreciate short reviews (up to one page) of any
book you have read which you think might be of interest to
Radstat members,

NOTE: Demystifying Social Statistics was published by Pluto Press
on 24th May, after over 500 pre-publication sales and many
more bookshop orders. (Does your local bookshop have it?).
The dover price of £3.95 will be increased to £4.95 on
Ist August, 1979 (to meet increased costs).
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FIGHTBATCEK CONFERENGCE

MARTIN BLAND

Fightback are planning an open conference on health service cuts.
This will take place on June 30th from 10 am to 10 pm in the
Conway Hall, London. We were invited to join in the organisation
of this, along with other groups, and I attended a meeting to find
out what was happening. There did not appear to be much that we
as a group could contribute in the early stages, though we could

possibly join in by leading a workshop on RAWP or some such.

The aim is to widen the basis of support for struggle against the

cuts, develop a perspective for fighting the cuts, political analysis
of health issues, development of a strategy for fighting the cuts.

As a group, the second of these is most closely related to what we have
been docing - RAWP is often mentioned ! Fightback are hoping to hold
meetings in different areas to discuss issues preparatory to the
conference, and these should be on about now. Anyone interested in

the conference contact

Fightback
30 Camden Road
LONDCN Nwi1

Telephone : 01 560 3431 ext. 679

SEMINARS

John Adams : Traffic forecasting for motorways and airports

To be held on Tuesday, 19th June at 6.30 pm at the BSSRS Offices,
9 Poland Street, London Wl. John Adams provides advice on this

topic to Friends of the Earth among others.

The next seminar in this series will be introduced by Alison
MacFarlane who will talk about Perinatal Statisties. This seminar
will be held following the second Royal Statistical Society Social
Statistics meeting this year; the venue will be 9 Poland Street,
London W1,

Further information from Boh Gilchrist, Department of Mathematics,

Polytechnic of North London, Holloway Road, London N7 8DB.
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REPQRT BACK FROM THE BRIiITISH SOCIETY

FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN SCIENCE

LUDI SIMPSON

A couple of points came out of the British Society for Social
Responsibility in Science steering committee in April that may be

of interest to Radical Statistics members.

BSSRS CONFERENCE 15th/I16th June

Micro-processors - plant breeding - sociobiology and women - operations

research - science and society - and more. Details from:

BSSRS
9 Poland Street
LONDON W1V 3DG

THE LONDON PEOPLE'S FESTTVAL Alexandra Palace, 17th June.

BSSRS will have a stall all day and require helpers committed in

advance.

SCIENCE FOR PECPLE MAGAZINE has a new editorial and production

collective, and is looking for articles and news from Radical Statistics

and its members - make use of it.



