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EDITORIAL: STATISTICIANS AGAINST THE CUTS?

'*The extensive role social statistics play in the everyday workings
of modern society goes hand in hand with the portrayal of statistical
practice as a purely technicail matter', claims the first sentence of
'‘Demystifying Social Statistics'. And, as the rest of the introduction
makes clear, the authors wouldn't disagree if I add that this goes hand
in hand with an equally erroneous picture of the statistician as someone
who is just doing his or her, often highly skilled, job. What's more,
even if statistics affect everyday life extensively, it's not the person
in the street who uses them; they are instruments in the hands of the
authorities for controlling everyday life, which is why most statisticians
are employed by government or government controlled bodies. It seems to
me that the same, more or less, applies to many other professional workers
and their specialised skills: teachers, doctors, social workers, etc.

It's in the light of this situation that we have to see the present cuts

in government {dis)services and possible reactions to them by ‘radical’
statisticians. Perhaps we can try to reconcile our roles as technicians

of social control with aspirations to undermine authority by making more
revealing statistics available, or presenting them in less misleading

ways, or publicising thelr repressive role. But we can hardly kid ourselves
that the contradiction has been overcome: those who are poor, homeless,
discriminated against or just plain unhappy can experience their predicament
directly, without any need for our statistics (fortunately!). A 'radical
statistician', it seems to me, in the end means a statistician who doesn't
want to be one (but sees nothing better to do), who wants a world without
statisticians, or at any rate without statistlcians who produce, present

or teach statistics as they do now.

Bob Gilchrist ended the editorial to RSN 19 on an indecisive note: having
defended the relative progressiveness of the ILEA he points out that it's
controlled by a small group of people and unresponsive to pressure. But
while he or I might use our opportunities to make a 1iving by working in
ILEA-run institutions, and do our best to make our work more 'radical',

I can't honestly see who apart from us would be worse off if the ILEBA and
its statistics courses were wiped off the face of the earth. 'Progressive’
education authorities, like 'progressive' local counciis, seem ideologically
most suited for administering the same system in 'decaying inner city areas',
I1t's perfectly understandable that statisticians, like everyone else, tend
to defend their jobs, living standards, salaries and working conditions -
but not especially radical.

That's how cuts in statistical services and teaching seem to me (and I hope
it can be part of a continuing debate). The implications for RadStats of
unemployment among its participants seem quite promissing: increased time
and energy to contribute to present and proposed activities and, most
exciting of all, the prospect of forming an unemployed statisticians’
subgroup, with the aim of examining what statistical activities might be
useful outside,and after the collapse of, the present government institutions
(and with the secondary aim, since it'11 be the first subgroup unable to
finance itself, of putting the group's embarassingly large bank balance

to good use).
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“THE COST OF
ECONOMIES
More accidents!
are inevitable |

J. J. MALING

Writer

1T HAS been generallv agread

for many vears that there are;
far too few factory jnsprotars,
I believe that the average lactory -

only gets an mspection for salery
about once in I‘onr years.  This
is not the fault of the inspec.
tars, for thew work load is far
too heavy.

wnirked inoa tactary knows {and
Fihat daesn’t include many mem-

It's heen suggested that we could have a
regular *'Social Product’ column in the
newsletter, with these two examples of
the divergence between statistical and
every other ‘reality"'.
continues we should see plenty more examples
of purely statistical cures to the world's
problems, and readers are invited to send
in renorts of any cases they come across.

As the recession

As everyone who  has ever |

“bers of the present government)

the only time you seg a factory

mspector s after A serioug |

accident tn hind out why 1t hap-
peved, rather than before it Lo
prevent it happening.

But the government propnzes
to cut the already hnpelessly
madequare stafl of 315 mspec-
tors for the whole country to 850,
This will inevitahly lead to an
increase in accidents, extra hos.
patal requirements, extra
mdustrial injury benefits paid
v and reduced production.

But don’t imagine that the
government is doing nothing to
reduce the industrial arcident

an accident has ta he rrpnrted
(and is therefore included in
the statistics) if it leads 1o a

worker being off work for three |

or more days.

New regulations come intn
"frrce on January 1, 19831, Then
the day of the accident will nnt
 be reckoned in, nar will Sun.
Cdavs; &0 In most cases am acci-
~dent will only be notifiable f
it results in an injured persnn
heing off -work for five davs
instead of three. In addition,
there ‘may be cases where a
person is not capable of domg
- his own job, but can do some
[ job. In such cases again, the
accident need not be notified,
Thus the statistics, il nnt the
accident rate, should move in
the right direction sonn: and if
a serics ‘of  jobs which could
conveniently be done in honpial
beds were introduced, the trend ;
.might be even more favourable.

statistics. At the present time !

Guardion_ (4 JanSi__
Statistics
get 1t
wrong

By Michael Zander.
Legal Correspondent :
Official  statistics  over the:
past years on acquittal rates]
are unreliable. This emerged!
oA Commons wrillen answer
civen pesterday by the Tlome
secrebary, Mro Whitelaw, to Mr
Nigel Porman (O, Sutton, Car-
shadton).

The error eame o light in
the course of  roseavcic con-
ducted for the Roval Comnus. !
stan on crinunal procedure by s
hiss Jubie Vennard, of  the !
ltome  Oflice  research  umit,
Whitle studving contested trials
in four Jarge petty sessional
divisions in 1974 she found a-
thiserepaney of some 8 per cent
between her figures on puilty
pleas and 1those reported to the
Home oflice for the purposes
of annual slatistics. The pro.
portion of by pleas at these
ol veds B2 oper cent, not 900
Ber eent as reported.

Bt the effeel on acquittal
rates wias el geater, The
acquiltal rate of those pleadimg
nob oty ne those four petiy
sessiti] divisions in 1979 was
25 per cent whereas the in-
formation  supplied  to the
Howe  Office indicated  an
acepdittal rate of about &3 per
cont, Subsequently  errors  of
the same type were discovered
in the mformation reported for
1078 relating to some large
Crown Court - centres  amd it
seems as il the faults may be
widespread,

The 1979 eriminal stalistics
didk not include information on
acquittal - rates. There  was
simpiy & note that this was
due to " pending investigation
mto a possible fault in the re-
porting of thiy information.”

In the light of Athis  dis-
covery,  slatistics  previous|y
“published which ndicated that
arquittal rales bt magistrates'
courts differed  little from
tho<e al crown courls can nn
Innger he regarded as  wvalid,
The Home Office has concluded
that 1t is not feasible now 1o
try to collect the figures for
carlier years.

In his reply westerdav NMr
Whatelaw =aid that “to obtain
retrospectively - compreliensive
andd accurate information
would  require a  Jarge-scale
exercise  Tor which  resources
are not at present available”

No decision has vet heen
taken as to what statistics on
acquitlal raftes should be pub-
Tisbhed in the  futire. Mean-
while. all existing figures nn
this aspect of the eriminal jus-
fire svstem must be regarded
for the time being as of doubt-
ful value,



CORRESPONDENCE

January 4, 1781

irear mditor,

1 was dismaved to t'ind that the by now regular article in

K5 - the only feature sne could rely on -~ was discontinued
with the last issue. | retfer, of course, to our heroline)
Radperson and her or his companion Cupercomputer. What has
happened to them?” llease biing them back. | cannot kear Joow
without them, and may even have to cancel ny subscription
unlegs they reappear very s20N.

Ytours sincerely,

A onecerned Statistician

vear girT,

I nntice that the current issue of Kadical 'tatiastine
Anes not contain the customary cartnon, ndperson ang
Vupercennputer. 'ay | enquire as to the reason [or this
origrion? “ho is responsible for this cuitie humour, surwoy:

tours,

A Hendcor

(Fost card)

DEAR RSG
P EASE BRING BACK RADPERSON AND SUPEREOMPUTER. MY KIDS LOVE
S50 IC I,
BEST WISHES
A, FAN

THEM.



