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The Radical Statistics Newsletter is available by subscription.
Current rates are £3 per vyear for individuals and E5 for institutions
and £1.5¢for the unwaged. The Newsletter is available from the
Radical Statistics Group c/o BSSRS, 9 Poland Street, London Wl.
Issues are produced three times a year, in February, May and
October.

Rediesl Stestistics 25 wes edited by Ludi Simpson,

The next Newsletter (No 26) will be edited by Roy Carr-Hill.

All contributions should be sent to him at Institute of Medical
Sociology, Westburn R4, Aberdeen ABY9 2ZE, Tel 0224 46088 (home),
0224 681818x2428 (work). Copy date January 15th 1983,

Guidelines for Editors and Contributors

The Radical Statistics Newsletter is normally produced three times

a year: February, May, October.

Editcrs - normally send the typed newsletter to John Bibby
(Faculty of Mathematics, The Open University, Walton Hall,
Milton Keynes, MK7 6RA) one month before they want the
newsletter to reach readers. )

- at the same time should notify the Pentagon (RSG,
c¢/o BSSRS, 9 Poland Street, London W1V 3DG) so that
they can update the mailing list with John Bibby.

-~ will be provided with A3 sheets (for typing articles
to be reduced) from John Bibby on request. (Note that
these sheets require a wide typewriter, eg IBEM)

Contributors should send typed contributions, single-spaced on
A4 paper {(or on A3 as above), where possible.

WARNMING
By H.M. Government
BRITAIN TODAY CAN
DAMAGE YOUR SANITY
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Japanese Radstats

News - Demystifving Social Statistics is being translated into

Japanese - well, about 70% of it. This should be the beginning of
more contacts between Radical Statisticians in Britain and Japan.

Local Radio Workshop

anybndy with experience in audience research - particularly as
used by IBA - in fact anybody who would like to challenge IBA

1ocal radio audience research statistics for local radio -

Please contact Local Radio Workshop , ( Tom, Gloria or Suzanne),
12, Praed Mews, London W2 Tel 01-402 7651. Usual hours Ylam~-Tpm.
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STEERIN G COMMITTEE.

The Radical Statistics Steering Committee comprises the Troika,coordinators
of the sub-groups, and any other member who is interested (see RSN 24 pl0)
A meeting of the committee is scheduled for sat 13th Nov at 2.00 to 5.00 pm
in London. If anyone is interested in attending, could they check details of
time and place with me on 01 636 8636 x265 (wk) or 0! 701 0442 (hm). The object
of the meeting, in addition to resolving any routine administrative matters
requiring discussion, is to review whether RS is functioning as it ought, and
in particular to attempt to identify areas requiring a RS input in which
we are not at present active.A provisional agenda, incorporating those issues
raised with me so far as matters for discussion, is given below.

Provisional agenda.

Routine business:

Rewiew of RS

activity:

l.

%,
.

AGM: Time,place, topics, speakers, agenda etc.
Finance: General
Financing publications. Is a new scheme required?
Possibility of getting money from grants.
Newsletter: New production arrangements for when JB unavail.
Subgroups: (If discussion required) Education, health,
nuclear, race, anti social trends (there have been several
amxious queries as to whether the last is still going).
RS5-1I0S merger: Is any action required?
Possible new areas of activity: Ideas so far: Women and

statistics, unemployment, economic statistics (eg EEC).

Ben Armstrong



— South RAfcica —

As the political situatiom im South Africa becomes more explosive
so the South Africam authorities have begur to step up their
propaganda messages to the West. For instance, recently the British
press was used to put forward the 'reasoms' why we should supyort
the South Africam regime:
- the importamce of South Africa as a supplier of
raw materials
- the positiom of South Africa cortrolling key
world trade routes
- the impact .am:Westera ecomomies amd employmeat
of imstability im the Republic
Equally these are 'reasoms' for allowlimg the status quo in
South Africa to comtimue, and for opposing more stringemt sanctions.

Even a superficial study of these points shows how mizsleading

they are, but the fact is that they are widely believed to be

valid, and are used by groups from a surprising variety of political
views as arguments against takimg further actions against the

South African regime. In practice many of the arguments can
‘effectively be reversed amd what is needed is the statistical
evidence to back this up.

Are there any people who, like me, would wish to carry out a

study of the South African issue, amd to cvonstruct a statistical
base from which the arguments of the South African government

can be publicly challenged? If so, please phone Jim Bryant
(0742-20911 ext. 391), or write to him at Sheffield City Polytechnic.
{Dept. of Maths/Stats/O.R.)



TWO STATISTICAL METHODS FOR ASSESSING HEALTH HAZARDS AT WORK: A GUIDE TO
OCCUPATIONAL COHORT STUDIES

Radical Statistics Health Group

Reports of and suspicions about health risks associated with working in
particular industries or with particular materials are now frequently seen
and heard about by workers and members of health and safety committees at
work. Many different methods of studying apparent health hazards exist:
one method quite often used is the occupational cohort study, in which the
number of cases of illness or death in a group (or cohort) of workers
thought to be exposed to the health risk is compared with the number of .-
cases in another unexposed group.

This pamphlet describes a simplified version of such a study. It has two
objectives; first to explain the main features and limitations of such studies
and so help in the interpretation of reports of such studies carried out by
epidemiologists (scientists who study the patterns of disease in human
populations), and second to provide a guide for a group of workers who wish
to carry out such a study to investigate a potential health risk in their
own work place.

Details:

Radical Statistics Health Group, 'Iwo statistical methods for assessing
health hazards at work: a guide to occupational cohort studies.' '
30 pages (AS Pamphlet). ISBN O 906081 O5X. Published by Radical Statistics,
July 1382

Price: 60p + 25p post and packing.

ORLER FORM

To: Radical Statistics Health Group, c/o BSSRS, 9 Poland Street,
vondon W1V 30G.

Pleasc send me copies of 'lwo statistical methods for assessing health
hazards at work'

I enclose a cheque/PO

for & being — ttttrereerecisiiesiiiiiiiiiiiieiea,
++... COples at 60p = T,
= Sevviaas. .

+ postage and packing at 25p

Please make cheques/PO pavable to Radical Statistics Health Group

13-



'Science on our side.’

The authors of a pamphlet of this name requested that rad stats
consider 'sponsoring' it (see RSN 24). After circulating bits of the
penultimate draft of the pamphlet to interested rad stats members, I
received conflicting comments on whether we should sponsor it. Broadly
people opposed doing so (5 against 2 for), either because they disagreed
strongly with the message or the way it was put across, or because they
thought that this kind of 'sponsorship' meant little or nothing. There was
little enthusiasm for a meeting, so the matter was left to go by default.

My own feelings - despite being among those opposed to sponsoring the
pamphlet, was that the exercise of commenting on a draft and considering
sponsoring played a useful role in cross fertilising ideas in the radical
science movement.,

The pamphlet is due to come out shortly as a BSSRS-GASTS publication.

Ben Armstrong

-1~



neoermor SCIENCE for PEOPLE

‘P"'EASE Ensuke ODe Magazine of the British Society for Social Responsibility in Science

Cieeucnmon. Tossne g poangSireet-bondon WIV3DG-01-437 2728
To WecLupe o RmdStars h

BucreTin ? Tiense ke€P uUS (OFORMED OF THE COMPIER of Twe
AUl ET A,

Dear Lu 'DI'

Por some time now it has been apparent that
SfP is in a wvery poor financial position. In the past
BSSRS has always met the deficit but now the amount
involved is increasing as the costs of production rise.
We believe that it is possible for the magazine to be
self supporting if the sales can be increased. For
exsmple if every member of BSSRS and its affiliated
groups either introduced one subscriber or sold two or
three copies of each issue this would solve most of the
problem.

We feel that the magazine has improved recently

Sromn A Polondl StreeX, Lovdon WV 306G (gissues) .

(Geocd beorshops onmd newsogends will stodw it : i+ is Ssiribudred by Pdbieaens Oustribudion Corep

and is now attractive to would be purchasers; as to its

content,-both subject matter and politics—, well we invite ;ij
articles and letters from readers. SfP can be an important ‘5 T?
way for groups to make themselves known to a large number %’%
of sympathetic people and is always willing to review E §
and %&ertise pamphlets and meetings of the working ; ??
groups. A
A
IN SUMMARY §:<C
Lncourage members to sell SfP, to friends, at meetings ¢
and conferences. &

Write to SfP....articles, book reviews, letters, con-science.
Inform 5fP of forthcoming events, publications, campaigns.
Meet SfP, send a representative to our (usually) weekly
neeting.

Don't allow SfP to simply fade out of existence, act now

to ensure it's frytyre.

3% “Toay O 'Connell



— \§ you oppreciaked Ahis
newsietter, CELP

Productﬁon and Distribution of Newsletter

stil .

We areélooking for a person or persons willing to take on

the job of duplicating and distributing the Newsletter as

John Bibby, responsible for this at present, wishes to resign

at the end of the year. John looks after the computerised
mailing list, and reproduces and distributes the Newsletter.

It would be possible to split the job into two parts in future -

1) Printing of Newsletter
2) Maintenance of computerised mailing list

If you are interested in either of these jobs, and have access
to the necessary equipment, please contact us.

To members paying by Standing Order

If you pay your subscription by standing order and have not yet
updated your order to take account of the new subscription rates,
please could you do so. The subscription rate is now £3 a year for
individuals and £5 for libraries and institutions. Please can you
complete the form below and return 1t to 9,Poland Street,Wl.

STANDING ORDRR MNANDATE

WO sicctcetarssianassrsasrany ve'es Bank Limitad (your own Bank}

lllllllllllllllllllll LN B B R B B
Flaases pay: Co-opsrative Bamk,

110 Leman Strest,

London K.1

gsorting Coda Wumber 080308

ror the cradit of Redical Statiatiecs Group

Acgount Numbsr S018247)

‘the sum o0f ..... srsmatsrvenssears {Amount in Ligures)
--------- LU N ) [N EEEEEREENERER NN N ECECE IR R SR
..... eevsrenersarsies. (Amownt in words)

COBMOMCARG . 1 scnrrrresccansarnns {Date}

Annualiy vatil further netice, and debit ay/oux account accordingly.
This instructisn caacels asy previous ordar ims fsvour of the hensficlary.

AGoount to De AeDALed ... ..ii.eseiicinnessiess (Name @]

ebsvestas s s e TR tHumbsr)




