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: o the. collection of ther }thniésﬁinériigog -
{points meds during the discussion et the RSS meeting on the sources
.. of data on ethnic minoritiess by Heather Booth) : - '

_h‘jiiji;jilriidy'w.ll;kho'n and sccepted that discriminstion ageinst

hii&k people exists in Britain, There aré dats alresdy svailedle
;thdg_t@iivu- this; black people, the victins of discriminstion Rave'
“basn telling us this for yssrs; the Comsission for thlil=3qual;ti,---,
'hieﬁ ﬁi.lritl existence to recisl liociiiinotion. hss been doing
the ssme. S I

" Under the hesding ‘The nesd to sollect statisticn’, - Chris lewis
qt;ﬁhﬁ Rome .orﬁcoz' says: 'The Government scoepts that in order s
asdens thé changing éxtent of racisl dissdvastage in this cou_nt:_»y'.

~ there must be further monitoring of the social and economic positic
ofﬂcthnic minority groups.’ ‘ :

" Y want to-rsise three questions: ;

1. Why do we need more official statistics to tell us that iserim-
ination sxists? ' o

2. Why 4o we nesd more official statistios bofo;g.suything is done
by goqornmoni'tb.reduec discriminstion? . ';g

3. Where {# the evidence that something will be done by government

- ~4{f more data sre produced? | o

These may sound like the sorts of qucctionujth-t'fht blsck community

wight be esking, and indesd they are asking such questions, but they

could squally be asked by statisticians of themselves and of the

Governzent, Given the constraints of the present economic climate,

shy should statisticians ,..and this applies to the government

statistical mervice in particular... produce data on sthnic minorities

when previous findings heve nsd no effeot on discrimination and

dissdvantage? Could not that money be better mpent?

1t is aleo alreedy known that efforts to collect such data meet
with difficulties. In the present politicel and discriminatory
climate, black people are often less than willing to cooperate with
ethnic questions ané ethnic monitoring. We have seen this in the
opposition té the 1921 census guestion on ethnic origin, in high
" pefusal rates, and in the obvioualy incorrect and often amusing
answers to survey questions. This presents statisticians with &



£a

‘technical’ problem, and w2 have seen how those at the Office of
Population Cepuses and Surveys are attempting to deal with this
problem. But why do 1tT Might not meking improvesments in the political
climate rwing bluﬂ paoglo be tho eniout aolution to this
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nat adm:l.tt:lngete wantins to mdnitor incremping:divadvantage!)?. Ir this,

.....

‘the ¢ hmgigg ez'cent of racial diu&ra.ntege' snd ‘further monitoring',
Is thil 'chang:lng e:‘éeni‘ weant t&’ 1mp1:r "that racisl. dissdvantage is

&ucéd by

o-na goverrient “progrémme’ {Burely.the goysrnment, is

,ou-u'

thu tomor . were the cask,’ T &w bire we"would all:be in. favour of
fnrihor monitorina. Bt eedfly.” T d¢" 1ot think that thisis. the guo,
I oust }herarorc cak: 22 what extent it the Government balking at..

tackiing the prcblera of ‘Wirstvibtage exongat’ ethnic minorities by
conceptra%ing" ont ‘the’ Profus t4o ey dota?iiang m*atatﬁ:n:ﬁe&mt!mm
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