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I wodid likh to comnent on tho current sburccs o2 sfitilfiht on sthaic

utnérities ﬂroduced by gbvernhent departienta b l eier d! these statibstics,

because since 1978 we have beén trytnt to. pieec together thh tvailublo ‘

. dats for the book nritain'c Blnck Populnti#n ta.?ruut ;nd nau-tnts aaco

TV Qrokp liCOJ and are eurrently revising these. sta;istiai :ur a second

oditioa in: 1688, V¥e sve sware theratotl of hotﬁ tho dttzteuitlcs with

adldl 1imttations of the data. : Whilst. ednsidcrnbld prpgro;g has been made dince
thé artibie ifi 1873 41 SBocial Trends by Claus Moser Whiilit wak really

" rather difficult to hist{nguishpbgtwoeg;ﬁhe;hé;hyg it:é.tnliing sbout
“fumigrants or an ethnic minerity populntién,‘considefahll progress still

- 'meeds to be made to improve the data.. (}t the outset I would like to say
*-that we have always kad uscful and helptul,cooperatgpn vlth OPCS and they

- bavée aluays Veern most helpZul! in providing us with datéL

1 would 2 like t09hm uﬁﬁ the politlcnl context of daic collection
- because thil cannot be divorced Irom the k;nd ‘ot 1nfornl£ion we coliect
.or are 1nterested 1n.‘ ! sould then Iike to augge:t 1nprovensnts to the
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current data,

1Polit1ca1 Context of Data’ COlloction R T S I

' . lnee isnues Rave come to the fore in the last Zew years;- Muggings, immigratic

control, inner city probloms. 21l these have been linked rightly or wrongly

with black people, Certain sections of the b!lck‘coununity see themselves
under sie;o as s result of this and the call for voluntary repatriati.om,



—urrmmnz w:tstm ng £’ 7} 19871 tnigntun At nd m wow
nnm-rit, Act 1985, This cansot be up.ntea trom -thi Bell for wore
ottwﬂu stat:lsts.cu muitoung by govarmnt. It s well knawn that
nﬂtﬁ nquinftha mnc conlidence of participants otherwise th-
muﬂs w12 B lavalid, ¢ fob exsmplo there are a large pusber of

. ,mu;lu. The. black pepulation has l:ltth resson to have contidence
u pﬂmt agoncies becuase of the sttut on thetr tﬁt\ll ta this
eountty afid the<rlow progms that has bﬂl nede towu'du onl!altﬂg
discrinination and dissdvantage. Therefore § fimd that when the Xesscy
gives for dsta collection is the elimination of racial dissdvantage ii
this coumtry the argument is far tru eoavincia;. Jowsll says:

" wI% monitor the distribution of disadvantege and the 'pouetu

" destgnod to s tigate 1t, data are neaded on the progress of
ct‘hth sinority groups in housing, up.loynut, education and
etm spheres of nhtionsl dige¥.

This L4 mﬂctly laudible ;&t thc progress tmm théic gdnh bas
beei at & miserstle rate even wiﬁ the current dats whidh shows quite
w thc isequalities betwsen blacks and whitu.

e qhutuh thed Decodes ent u! haksng vhat are hﬂ rum- pvarmﬁ
wishes to csllest ethnic nisority data. The ressons cea be sees in
‘grectice by what data is cellected already and unihbl-h The best
intosrmation is Imumigration data from the Hoke Office coatrol of immigration

) stitistica and IPS, and the data on umemployment by ethnie origin.
'nin is very little €ats on housing, education and pu'tlcuhrly hea!th.
here we have to reély on stall scals surveys conducted by murchcu

. outside ;overnuut Why is this? It is because as Bir m!mru:r is
his seport om the qu-mtt Statistical Services (1981) pointed out
{u relativn to the ant, "statisties are countu for gevernméat busliess
alons". Ahd gevernaent busimess is taaigration contel, and moaitoriig
ud controlling unemployzent, We pote for example that the 1978 Race
Relations Act did not itself place any obligations om ‘central or local
goveroment to collect jaforsation on ethnfc origin. This is zot
wrpruiu bt peither is it surprising that this cuts 1Sttle tce in the.
black ce-nunltiu and places under threat ‘the voluntary cooperation in
surveys desigbed to collect ethuic minority data. It public confidence
was resteoréd in the uss to vhich such data was put then tha story might

_be digferent and I will return to this in relation to the US Commission

. on Civil Rignts. -



— Lo

It really comes down %o why the dats 1. collocteé._ In this respect the

‘,'coaioction of datq on hea!th problems of ethnic ninorities in Bradrord
-;,thc ht;her inqidenco of 1nrant oortality uod certain oonzeoital abnornalities
_..1s ©f course to be uelconed,. The collection ot data which is ¢learly

", seen to be. negessary for, uonitoring ditadvnntnge. 1neqnolity and

;”Gideriningtion is also to be wolconed. In uono Areas tho jultitication

L dor singling out ethnic minorities ‘8K, 1n crimo stnti;tiés io '
; tstqlly unwelcono._ (50 is the. oiointerpretstion and nnn!pulation of

oo otptistics as wae done by the ﬂetropolitun Polico in robruury 1982.

-fgosut thut is. ﬁnothor story). In oraor to restoro confidence bc!oro

..any.collection of race cats is 1ug1enentod thoro must bo an oxplioit

L] P I
[

, e;atogput of what uses will be naee of the dltt. ‘This ahould not be
5. o1y broad 1ntent1ons such ag “cnﬂhs**:ng racia! dilcriuinltion" or
5 improving. the service to ethqic ﬁinoritien" it should 1nc1ude what

Fabulations. ¥ill be collated and what action is 1ntondod on the basis of
the tosults, ; The, confid#otialtty of survey data sboold.ulao be considered,

There roooino thero'ore many unanswered questionn 1o thlc whols area, We
are not arguing sgaiust dat; colxection tut we uro arguiag selectively

“With ‘strong arguments for oortnin statistica and 1nd£qatorl.

.,..?Techpical Probleno

The collection of btatistics on ethnic ninoritxes hns developed in a

.. patchy and piecemeal vay. Thio is neither a voty controversial statement

nor & particvlarly derogatory one. Hovever the tine hns “cohie to
- : 3Ll [
reeppraise the s:tuotiou and to suggest 1mproveoents. ‘Let's 1ist the

‘broad aress (omitting-other surveya-e.g. PEP report)

‘Quality
lnniiration rooc#88 . oo Home Office. International Passenger
g e Coe - L Sﬁrvoy
Populatioo 81zo * B Population Censuo. (Birthplace Question)
Health | ; gHgY i T :
" nducsuon T e Discoht:lnued 1973 .
Ehploy-ent B ‘*'Unenploywent. (Labour Force Survey)
‘”c:r‘n ae * " 77 " Racial Atiacks. hﬂtuh Crime Survey 198!
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:I:include | personal subjective’ ipdicator of tho Queality of data °

" The' tvo' major: techoical‘probloms apparent .at. the present: time are the sample

sike and cllss!ficstion o{ .etknic orlgiw.,:
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‘cllss!fléation'of eihnic*brigiﬂ is 100t an insurmountable problem. - ... _
" Wnilst there are disagreenents betueen us about what constitutos an
- igflife ‘group “and’ Bow t6 #62ind them’ in 2 question)thesyﬂggchnical
"'!fiho§¥Edni£¢s ahouid 26t thesbelves' disqunli{y fron constdczation the
< igie oL wech | quest:ldna (Jowell 1932) Country or airth u not '
lr“‘f* phr%leularly u:*thl prbry and the, soonar we get twuy rron thil the ,
D‘rﬂtttsr. The ‘use of Eonvoluthd t#chnienl uxpresaions liko !tv Connonwealth
switiail and Pakistahz ethnic origin nﬁ usad by OPCS ‘would use:ully'bb droppod
e " 1n‘tavour ﬂf less techn!cally correct but easfer deccriptiun! like
Cge "blatk“ ‘A more 1nporthnt point s that the ethnic divtrsity of thege
SR e groupilshould if possible be rerlected in ‘the groupings. lr
éxperioncea in*Bradford whiist making popu!ation forecasts bnsed on

Cinriay ethnie origin siade me realise that the family buildimg patterns of a _
aa L Hibdw SN fanily or a Ugandah Asixn family night be quite dif!erent from

: ’that'o!‘i'wudlii femily from Pakistan. The sconer we nove to an acceptable
¢!oup1ng of ethnic sinorities for stctistical purpoCeo ;he ,uatar it will

: be-to’ make compardvons betwotn surveys. ) GE et *
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A sote serious: techaical proﬁlem is- %heVla&pling errér 1ntroduced by e

-“}';i;ZEJ uslhg tnrveyg in whiph etpg;c pincrities form: only ‘& part of %hc totnl.:
The btiﬁk population;ot lritain is snalx lest thao  tour per eent
and thus 'wvhen statistics are’ prcduced as a hy product ot a lnrger survey
.on some " conpletely dif!arent topic’the numbers th be too snall to be
reliablo.- ¥n ‘this cttegory ve have the ,ﬁ.'
; e ‘ af Iy LM - A
SERER Ay e <. 1 . Jdnternetional Passsager Survey -
s ti . o . -General Housetold Survey < 71 - @ P
: . i | ;Labour #orce Survey Ty iﬁ%
'”5'"‘ : Nntlonal Dweiling"nd Pousing Survey )
?51 J“'la 1975 aanple of only west Indians was grossed tp a tig;r- ot

'%ﬁnﬁ Yery little can be. deduced trom such small sanplea, An obviou:
oot LWETRL

LT e fnprovenent in the surveys would be to increase the sample:s&ao ‘but
whon tho survey 18 large :nyvay and the data is priuaxlly calloctad tor
other pnrpeses e. g. the aPE 1s used to monitor tourist novemenxu it
" 18 di1fficult. to see how -n piactice the ssuple could be econuuieally

},l LIS

‘ nnl:rged sutflciently to»?xovide en udaquata ethnic ninortty stnple.

..
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L) separate point it is jmportent that the sample silcs are clearly

Fat ltatﬁd in publications of such datn, 0, xhnt the na&i 1t'-warc of their
linitutioqs._.. B P T AR C o aerve mwdowdd
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¢ ﬂ-n;cqn cquld also be made ‘sbout. the 1nterpretation and presentation
of the nvnuable statistics._ ‘Whilst improvements in this direction are
welcomed é.g .- the. stntistics in Soeial .Trends, they -{ nowhere “&m»
‘tay ‘&ough.- 3 repenber, an urticlo in the Departnent of Enploynent gazette
on d!scriaination in employnent and prosecutionu under the 1976 Race
Relg}ions Act‘whicufwnsrso bald in. its prepontation of statistics that
1t ,h!t pore questions unanswered at the end of’ it,’ t‘han ‘at’ the

| begimﬁng.(.!e mfw Hmw Ugsq Jﬁa.p&rl' l"ﬁ ml‘ﬁﬁdi:?

1956 Question on Ethode Orig___ Sore T : |
o The need !or ethnic ninority dnta has to be bulanced nzninst the
"gjx, lqutimnte tenrs ot the blatk population about bow this information will

... be psed There 1; ‘a Yuck of confidence that goverqment vill .eriounly
s ; 1n;ie;;ﬂi éﬁual Opportunity yﬁlicies l'ﬁ“'a vell founded. It that
g'.;. gpntidence is reatored then thare vould be in our’ view nuch less of a
o problem about asking an ethnﬂc oriw!n questicn in the Census, From the
point ot view of cnrryingrout renearch on e,hnlc minorities’a Census
' eigs question on ethnic origin*rmﬂd Anapatrinew bve. 1maluablem o bdonan
N it ?md “fet fusk & aw.um... Wt M Consos, pr HaV &L ettt Moy

---':.:-‘ o ‘gestions for Inprovemen.tt RIT Mtﬂ. M ﬁ‘l \5 \Nu&
' ' The discussion of .technieal problems leads ngturally 'td suggeations for

TGy

) 1mprovement Agreement needs to be reached on an accepthble ethnic

origin quest cn wﬁlch laada to a c!assifipatipn which is reaganably
lcceytable. Then we' can campare survey resplts nore easily?ﬁ'Secondly,
the quslity of the data needs to be improved by an increase,sonehow,

" in the sample sizes of surveys .in which ethnic¢ minorities fors a part,
Or ‘better still ethnic minority. SUTVeys uhould be carried out in their
“own right.- ' Otherwise little can be dedueed tron thesé surveys.

iy

Thirdly ve rard .a broadar perspective and for this I have looked across
the ocean to the American Experierce ws Commission on Civil Rights 1978).
_ This conmission has collated-an gqprgssivg.ggﬁﬁg; ?f%Flgl indicators of
R S .equality for minorities and women”. " The social_imdacntoré of equality are
oriented to the following conderns. = '~ "4t o
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L undordevelopn:ent o: humm »...-‘" “*-vm-h dslayed enronnent.

mee nonanrollnent in secondary educstion, and'hbn;ar.-o%pation in
L .bigher education- o ' '

¢ latk o2’ equivalent returne for educatioral ;chievenent in tem
of Beeuphtional, opportunities and esrnings;

© e i e e G e A ca—— - -_— e

* W" (Crn{Rrogm hm Suntl o, Len \rdb:nlbu-qw Sl 2ok ﬁy!m@u tk
'anW (VYT RN Lo . g‘f\'f',ﬁ,: b 2R P l--!f.ﬂ"‘lﬂﬂ ”m.y l‘)ld’ "ﬂﬁ;



e discrepanciesfin nccess ta jobs‘ pnrtirularly those hnﬁlﬂt
;raater—than-avernge etability, prestige, and monetary returns} |

* 1neqna11ty ot 1ncone.’felntive1y lower enrn:ngs for equal
tbrk, and-dininished chances for zalarj;gqg;wagg increases;

hd .

.' s hwser' nk'.uhm ot being in '.pov‘ert'y; and

4 proportionutely higher expenditures 1or housing, leco deltrablo
housin; conditions. restricted !reodon or cboico n scleeting
1ocations in which to livt, and greater dit!iculty in nttulning

haneownership.

‘In the 1ntrouuction to this document it is pointod out that quite often
in reports "stntisticel portraita“ are thically creuted of ethnic

" minority groups and that 1bese portrnits can be ‘both subjective and
nislelding. l!ore s"stomatic data ccllection ‘and tho calculltion of “oy
1nd1cator; would be a significant 1n;rovenent on this lnd this they
proceod to- uchievo for brond groupings e.g. Amarionn Indians, Blacks,

"Pnerto Ricans, Japanesc Anericans. There are scores of 1ndientors
{dentically presented tb comparc tho 1neQun11ty betwesn groups nnd the -

e progress betvéen ig60, 19707nnd_1976. The indicators include, for exanplo,

‘Rates of 6elnyed education (tbe percentago ¢£ atudent: 15-17
© yeRrs: of age 2 or aoze yeara ‘behind at school)

Unen_‘.ploym'en_t‘ (which for blacly ir 2 x majority weru’ge)

1

Téena;e ﬁhemploymenﬁ (7.5 x the gajority aversge for blgcks
in 1976 altbough only 2.5 x the majority avefigéwin_}SSO)*

Median earnings by iééri of schaol completed by ethnic group

Overcrowding in households -
. .

Porcentage who pay 25 pér;cent or nbre of their 1néow; for hous;ng.

Jt would be a considerable achieveuent it such 1nd1cgtor- could be
‘,produced for Britain's Blnck Population. We are a long way from achieving

this. For exsople we donﬁt even have unenployment rates by ethnic groups

becausc although we know the numbers unemployed we don't kpow the number

of blacks in the work force. The graph here is the hest 1I can do at the

present time (Unemployment by ethnic group ss a percentage of 1974 uﬁemployn

]
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Thil shows the enornous riso 1n ethnic pinority unemployment

pnrticulnrly for Asiana and the equiva!ent graph by age sbows

even higher disparities botreen groups in the rise in unemploynent

tho young bla¢k population being*the one that has risen the fasteat,

The Alerican Experiance is o good exampleaot effective and comprehensive
qpllation of: data and earetul interpretatfhn of that data, and shows %3

what can he nchieved with a comsitment to equal opportunity policies.

-

'fhis iz the direction in which government statistics op ethnic

5_éinorit1es in the UK should be moving.
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nrcu'.ugc intressa in crezploynent since 1974 of blacks and
tota) workforce in Great Britaln
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