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he Royel Staticticel Society has submitted evidenée to you with the title
"Questions on Recisl/Ethaje Drigin in the Census”, " This evidence 1o
purporicd to be the "Wiewa of th? Royal statistical Society e2nd the

. Instituts of Stetisticians', This forces me €O inform you that it is not

correct, (The evidence has nob Leen discussed by the members of the Royel

Statigticsl foeiety (P5S). I, om sctive mexmber of RSS, found by accident

that this evidence was to be cubaitted. It does have the epproval of the
RSS Covncil, a more ox leac gelf~perpetuating body, none of vhove membars

‘has ary experience of race relotions. 7his evidence siould, therefore, b:

trested uith ceution. ey

1t ip o regretteble festure of vegtern civilisation that in- the past, ito
learncd rocietice heve inveriebly taken £n anti-black stence, It ig my
hope and conviction that in the foreyeenble future we shall change our
inetitutions to adopt a postuvre of nevtrality on racinl ‘igeves. The RSS

+"" ‘Council has never tlought it fit to pronounce on quactions which affect

the velfere of ethnic wivorities e.g. IQ end race, black pupulaticn .
projecticus in Britsin, Sus, ete. It has chogen to speak on &n issue vher:

there cxirts en almost unanizous oppusition among ethnic wonorities, It
putes ve in the strawngc positica of having to explein .to cthoie ninoritics

that the R5S Council is not racist, only ignorant, o
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. %he iceue of &n ethnic question im the census i# not new, It was debated
widely in 1979-81.  1Initially, I tcok. the view that. therigeue was

3

frrelevant -to the probleca feced by ethnic winorities gnd that its only

1

purpose wss to provide raterial for publication to scademics, This vill
cllou thom to gain 'recognitien' (I reziise that the vast najority of

- pekcereh vorkere invelved in research on race relstions, beth here end tle

U.5.4,, ore vhite &nd often voncer, vhy?}. I have trade union lovaltics
aud, tlerefore, toci a ncutral siance in favour of the inclusion of cthuic
quertions in the census, As thd debate progressed, I recognised ny errer

and now opposc the inclusien of ethuic questions in the census in Britzin.
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.. The uvenally preferrcd argument in favour of iaclusion is that ethnie

minorities in the U.S.A, heve used it to reduce digerimination. It is

‘precented Yy those who fzil to recoznise the diffevence. between Eritain

.gnd the U.S,A. The Indian Constitution hus a positive digcrimination

clouga .in it and ethaic wonerities fall over each other to register as
fgehoduled ceetes™, 1 wonder, given the succese of the Indian experiment,
if the RSS Council vill now gupport pesitive discrimination in favour of
black youth &s Lord Scaraan cugaesteds

The American cxperience ig not relevant here, at least, not at.the preser’
time., American blacks asre acceptid to he rightfullcitizens; " They arc no?
threetened vith desartations, Few politiciass demand theiv vepatriatiosn.
On cutry to hogpitsds and other institutions they are not reguived to pye
that they gre legally in the country, Hone of then 18 avrested on
guepician of being an illeyel fymiygrant op a visit to o police ststion U7
Tepart & yoltery. ' froeriean born black youth has ever been yecomaendod
Py e Judae forooy st bt Tiiwddd, fawerican blacke are not hots
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indncd &6 widezpreod wa soae have cluimed ees o I om surpriped that RIS
Council tries to g
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;_-i) canunot cxplsin how zayone living in Pritain during ‘the last few years
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