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EDUCATION GROUP - FUTURE PLANS

Following the modest success*of Reading Between the Numbers ,

the Education Group is thinking about o new project. One area
we would like to explore is the relationship between resources
and educational ottainment. _RBTN implies, in its criticism of

15000 Hours, that resources really do influence attainment, but

Government ministers argue that no such link exists and therefore
cuts are justified. Also, the conventional wisdom (apparently
supported by research) is that pupils do not learn more in smaller
classes - so there is no justification for reducing the pupil~
teacher ratio and spending more on teachers. We would like to
look critically ot this proposition and produce data/models to

refute it.

One kind of model we have in mind is educational attoinment,

measured by public exomination results ot LEA level, determined

by LEA spending on secondary schools with allowance made for

socio-economic differences between LEAs by using 1981 Census data.

This is o 'between LEA’ onalysis, but it would, we believe, need

to be supplemented by o ‘between school within LEA’ analysis. y
{‘mini’ projeck ('Illi ij\'.t")

The data for the formen&are avdilaoble, but the data for the lotterx

present problems.

The ‘maxi’ project we have in mind is gmbiticus and would be

time-consuming. It is probably beyond the means of the four

major authors of RBTN. Anyone interested in contributing to

the project is invited to cﬁﬂﬂd'hi at the Thomas Coram Research

Unit ,¥hreugh Jan Plwis : T.CRAU,H Bruuswtks'-}.,hshdan WCIN 1A7
phone 01 278 2424, ext. 2464.

We would also like to hear from anyone with other ideas that they

would like to explore with the Group.

STOP PRE‘S A" our hcchnj on 27 4 N/: -“f- k“‘c“h'ﬂ G““f J“'ded act fo
g¢ ehead with The mani preject, buf to k“p The mini P“’J‘c‘r f"k"'f over’,

* 1300 copies bought in the Tieil 6 omonths -~ Ed.
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HEALTH GROUP
Third World Health Statistics

Despite considerable interest and support for the project
we: have continued to find it difficult to focus attention on a
practical target that we can tackle. This has led to a waning
of enthysiasm at recent meetings. We have dug out some general
information about the kind of data that is available, and its
shortcomings, but any realistic approach would involve a
detailed knowledge of a handful of countries, and a commitment
to attack a particular problem. Those of us who have been able
to meet regularly do not have the detailed axperience to push us
in the right direction. .

For this reason we decided at the last meeting to shelve

this project until someone comes up with a more specific
auggestion that will regenerate enthusiasm, We'd like to thank
all those who took an interest in the project, and those who
helped us with support and information. It was all much
appreciated, and we hope to provide a summary of our general
findings in a future newsletter.

Ferthcoming

For the next few meetings we have decided to adopt a more
relaxed attitude and simply have discussions, with no pressure
te produce anything at the end of it. The first of these meetings
will be on June 28th at the London Schaeol of Hygiene at 6.15pm
when we shall be talking about Doll and Peto's 'The Causes of
Cancer', The following meeting (date to be arranged) will look
at 'Health Care and its Costs', the DHSS's version of the

development of the NHS over the last few Kears.
All are welcome at these or any other meetings. For any

further information contact Alison Macfarlane (St. Albans 52111)
or Steve Bennett (01-560 1945),
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Radicsl Statisties Nuclear Disarmament Griup

Inly & people, Izn Miles, To Lovndes, Phil Clarke ond Alison Maefrrlane
manared to get to the meeting on April 12. Jo Lown des apclorised for
the Jdelay in sending out the notices, owing to lack of post boxes on
Qreenhizm Common,

1,

3e

be

Teff Wvans and Alison YMacfarlane had beeon to o meeting at ClID rbout resources
for peace education, The mecting h&d started on the premise that there was

a dearth of these, but subsequent diccuriion revecled that there were

Guite a lect arcund. Tt wes decided to pet o memy oo pos 1lle togr tler ind
Cigrlsy them at en ‘information exchange ! (low key exhibition)

which it was hoped to arranpe on July 1/2, At the same time it was

planned to evaluate the materials and publish lists of those which

could be recammendn~dd There are to be two further meetinrcs on April

27 and Vay 25, vhich it was hoped in Jeff 's absence that he could attend

on our behalf,

CND's use of statistics was discussed and found wanting in anmmber of

ways. It was decided that we should have a slizhtly better chance of
exerting a beneficial influence if we affiliated directly - we are already
affiliated through B3SRS. Tan arre~d to organise this and to set up a
telephene tree to deal with any request.: for help his efforts mipht generate.

Jo Lovnies reorted that Pluto Press would be interested in publishing

both a computer game aml a board game, Isn had somc prople interested in
doing programrin- for a cowmpusér pame., As, however, the peonle w@o had
expressed interest in games were not at the meeting, the discu551op )
could not he explored eny further. It was decided to circulate the 'ArmsRace: justa
mistake 7’ article from the lew Scientist to inspire people. (f7 Feb. 1983, pp. 432-435).

It was decided mrt Yo hold the meeting +which had been nrovisionslly
arranged for April 22 when ve met in Januery, ‘v’ 1o wail for resohonse about
propnsed Fame S.

DO YOU KNOW A MEDTAPERSON ?

A steering group meeting has decided that Radstats needs a
list of media contacts. If you know any left(ish) or
sympathetic journalists, please send their phone numbers and
addresses to Radstats, c/o BSSRS. If you know them on a
personal basis, and would be willing to contact them on
Radstats business, please so indicate.
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This group was formed ¢t the 1902 confeconce and held anc nmecting in
April 1982. At this meeting, various forms of a sacial statistics
publication werce discusscd. Details of the sutesme of Lhe meoting hLield
a year agd are reported in RSN 24, Basicezlly, the idea moast favourced
wWes & popuiar version of & social incicolors coallection evaluating
British ways o>f life. Data wauld bc included sn verious tapics such es
educatiosn, hualth, housing, wotk and cmplsyrent, with common themes
such ag inequalities in welfare, alternative statistics, running
through the stotistics presoented, Plecse sce RSN 24 for ¢ fuller
description of the intended publication,oer write Jenay head at the addrens below,

Since Lhis mecting last year, nothing nuch héas hippencd bul os severcl
pecple have expressed an interest in this area, it wes decided a2t thc
recent AGM to resuviect the group. 2 mecoting will be held ¢t the
uCL Dapartment of  Communit Medicine on Friday, June 24th at
G.Gﬁpm. Address ¢ 89’ Chtmés "ews, D‘Ff" Torr{ns‘h.. Pl-, Lendon W.C.i. .

Pleasc can yosu let me know Iif you intend to come to> the meeting. If
y>u arc interested in helping with this publication, but can't ¢ome
pleese get in touch @nd let me kndow whet hilp you would be willing to
give.

Jenny Heacd, 19,hvadingley Mount,Leveds LSS ZEL. Tel: Leeds 74CAC7 (k)
Leeds 431751x7116 (w)

Women in Statisties

After thefriday evening meeting of the R3G conference, several
people expressed an interest in forming a group to discuss the
issue of women in statistics and pessibly write a pamphlet on

the issue. If you are interested in joining such a group, or

can provide information, please get in touch. You will be notified
of any meetings.

Women In Statistics, RSG, ¢/o BSSRS, 9 Poland St, London W1V 3DG.

- Now..
ks up to YOU



