g REDICAL SETATISTICE LEAFLET Tan Miles.

1 was asked by the Steering Group to produce & leaflet which we might
ueg to publicise the Group and recruit new membszrship - especially
students and wounger ctaticetical workere and researchere. Thus its
written in & bucyvant and promotional way, and I'm azking the
Newsletter to publish it so that you can all give feedback on: what

worke and what doeent?™ what more needes to be said? any emart ideas +or

getting it prnduced for getting 1t cut? anvone fancy desighing the
sllustrationy 1'd wmelcome constructive feedback teo 1f wvou have &
zpecific :Uage:tiﬁn, try to spell it out For mer, I+ vou can send
them to myv home addrese by the end of March (57 Upper Lewes Road,

Brighton, BMI ZFG, Suscex) - or better ctil)l get them to me at the AGH

- then 1711 report on the feedback to the Steering Group and see what
their resction 1= to the progrese to date.

I enwizage the leaflet az being Ad sized, folded eo as to
crneist of four sides, It shoultd be suitable for pinring on boards,
leawving o seats, slipping into Statistical handbooks, and 2o on.

CEAFT LEAFLET

page one.,
by Fadicel Statistics™

Statistices may bore & 1ot of pecple, but somehow thew coften
to carry the day 1n politicsl arguments. Statistice may be

SEem

regarded with distrust and suspicicon as Jjust zo much propagana but
governments invest waszt sume in Keeping them up to date and accurate
Statistical methods may be confusing and full of arbitrary
azsumptions, but they are increzzingly important in sccial research
and in the aliccaton of rescurces,

For exampls, statistics are used to justify the nuclear arms
rece Y"thew hawe more weaponz than we Jo, therefore we have to
ce—armtry and to make 1t appesr more patatable ("official esimates savw
that only 455 of the population will be wiped out 1n nuclesr warl,
They are uzed ta €ay that ocurs is an egual society, that poverty and
homelessness are insighnificant, and that selective education raises
scholastic performance. There iz barely an area of zocial life for
which statistice are not produced, 2nd barelvw 2 political controwversy
in which they are not called intoc action.

“re the statistic

£= \ the raw data, shaped by
igeclogical frameworke? How does t
i ]

= %
his affect the working conditions
ot statisticiane? Are s = being treated in fragmented and
rezticted wave” Pkhat does ig mean sbout widely used methods of
staftistical analwsis? bhy are =tatictics so often presented in
misleading &nd cwertechrnical language? Can they be demyvetified, made
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a~vaitable to more people? And what do these gquesticns implw for
ctatistical work, recesearch, and teaching™ These are the guecetions that
the Ragdical Statietice Group 18 tackling: 14 &ny of them concern wou,
too, whyw don’t vou Jjoin ws?

pageds
Howt the Fadical Stxtistice Grovp wiorks

The FEadical Statistics Group is an organisation of
stztisticians and sooial scientists, Me come from & wide variety of
backgrounds, and in common we are concerned sbout the producticn and
wee of statisetice in modern society,. ke are affiliateds to the Eritish
Society for Social Reszponsibility in Science, and cooperste with other
groups challenging the power structures that urnderlilie so much

contemporary science, technology and technique. Staxtisztics, 2=
field that combines asbstract and mathematical methods of
analysis, tog ﬁ+her wilth wery concrete dats about socizal 1sg
particularly important arez fnr critical work, for the cha
domination of 211 Einds,
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Since our Ffoundstion in 1975, the Radical Statistics Group has
been active in a number of fieids, & 1ot of of worlt 1e done through
our subgroups: in the last +2w yes

r< these hawve included groups on
education, hezith, nuciear wsr, race, and women and =tatistics. Cther
activity inwvolvwes the whole greoup, which meets 2t least annuzily, and

has & triennial Mewsletter.,

Fublications are one of owmain progucts. Cur subgroups have
prepared more than ten pamphlets and informeation packs, on topice like
perinztal mortality fon which an audictape i=s awvailabler, the nucle
numbers game, educationzl recearch, and race sztatistice. ESewveral
bocke hawve emerged from ocur discussicons, some of them achiewing
conciderable impact in their fields. Theze hawve formed fhe ’ubiect of
meetinme and interventions in the mediz . ke are alss actiwe, ac
Group membere or in an indiwvidual capacity, 1n mediz, pro+e 23 clal ano
cither debztes owver the interpretztion of statistics, Sometimeszs this
may mean us teking on the conwventional role of experts, arguing

1k
ar

agzinzt the expertize brough intc play in the serwice of dominant
ideal noies. Put we zlso try to demvstify exspertice, to explain haow
and why skabiztical approaches work - or don’t woerk - and how they can
be appltied i1n different wawvs.

page I,

MORTAGE of newspaper headlinez ("lies, damneg lies", "balance of
terror", "cost of liwving®, "Thatcher ¥udgee the figures", etc.? wilth
FaDICAL STATISTICE lago and come woderful lezding question zuch as:
"bo Statistice get You Down?', eor "@re the Mumbers HNHeutrzl?V,

Hp—-to-date tist of REG pub11ra+1on Cthosze in print onlws . Tearjo+f .
t 1 apply for membership &no cubecribe to pewsletter, to be <cen

r

etrip to
te % FPoland Street.



