Population in Paradise

Heather dogih

Clad in their penis wrappers or gragss skirts, the veovle of Paradise

gtared. e stzred back. e h:d core to see traditi nal paradisaic life,
(forwich the Parsdisians had bren otf101a11J paid). unly a lew years
earlier, this v'llage nad been hontile to outride influence. irndeed, they
nad refused to tmxe nart in the census, &nd orly a =nezd count nad been
possible, Tanry were not alone in tneir oppositicn; =noier sut: Larger
group on anoiher paradiseesn island =liso refused to cooperate. it
whereas the people in the traditional paradisal viilage refused to
cooper~ste because of their belief in & pzrticulsr cargo cult...w.ere

a white man woild one day return from tnhe sea witn =211 tnat tue
villamers needed, so that they had no need of netionnsl, and ot ihirt
time colenial, governments and thneir @nsuses,..thiis lorser zrouys wee
influenced by the politics of &gn o0ld FParadisian wmarn wno scught to
become tie government at the imminent independence, if not for the
whole country then for his islend, and wno waged war (the Coconut iar)
on the colonial landowners.

Refusals to participste in censuses nre not uncommeon in raradicse.
Somehow we imagine thast 1t ig only we inparadisians who n=ve such &
political and moral conscience, e think we have a monouoly on thet,
but we are clearly wronj. Zivin.; information sbout oneszlf can be 2
very serious business in Paradise. In evary aspect of . radisic life
t:ere are all sorts of rulen and tzboos to be observed, whicw. tend to
difer from those in lnnar: 11”¢ and taere z2re slszo nar?d151cl gpirits
to please. One Paradisian roan had tane unfortunate experience nof
{inding that taoey wern unsable to speax after oiving tieilr neres and
little else to statistics gatherers. The only remedy ws. to . =%
names back, and so an exgedition wag made fro- their isiand to tae
Statistics Office (on =nother island), scconpsnied by soneone wh.o
could speak and wnho knew their pli, nt, The 3tatistics Cffice sysapstnet-
ically g=ve tiem eacn s cony of the relevant forms besring tneir nomes
etc, and trneir speecn was returned,

their

Census dzy was a national holidny; in fact, i1 war wore lize &
week, ine entire national sirline was commissioned o carry enunarstors
and ensus forms; bosts vere hired; inere wa. o thne census song =2ad ruch
publicity, Paradisians were ins<racted to stay in their villages on
census dey and nignt, and chiels werz asved to raks surs tiast people
were egvailable for interview,

The census did not provide =wucn information of 2 purely uemozraniic
nature. Someone hed decided szt ithe 'lanning stnage tust tne epecizal
gquestiions normally included 1o obtzin Ademnsreansic estir=tes 7o not sive
very good results, "hat may he o, but tre ec*ﬂwqtes zre taal mush
worse without the gquestions! The only variables aveilelle were agite and
sex. "here were prohliems wit:. hoin,

s Paradise, exact ssge iz irrelevant and yet a-e la extrerely

nt. For most Yaradisiszng, thwere is no reed Yo «<bow o0 fou
were born or itow old you are. 7ou don't hinve to pgo to sctinol snd if
you do, you can start &L any a.cs don't need papners to wor-< or
drive: and %rere's no socizl s?curiuy. Tt oig bardly sopap oo
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therefore, t-rt arlv nalf tre vorulation ssid that they knew treir age,
and many of them were mirtaken., But statss comes with sie, esupscially
for males, =nd siter young cluithnood taere =are advaninies to advzncing
ope’s yeara, indeed, =ocovding to tae Toz-1l newspriner, one mnn w0
cleimed to be 77 yorrs old agpd just died. Znother -+n 1s o0 old tnat
he ¢an rememi nhoin Uookt's vigit to fapedice in 1774, e
exrogerstic ing are tous

Tesnt sources of creor,

ical =ge is frougnt with orohlerns, peradisiac ser is no
eru~er: sed 13 per cant more mnales than temnzles, a
rd to cwsllow, It is unlixely tnet sex would re

vory few cazes, no that 1t seenss that bt e excess
rine ifalher fevale mortatity and Temnle omisziansg,
Both are plausible becnuse of the low status of wormen in paraisizca

society. ‘ndeed, pigs huve held a hisher statusz in the not too diztant
past,

Por ¥Yaradisians, therefore, ropulstion estimates and demogrzphic
indices azre comewnst unreliable. In any event, they are of little
immedistie concern to 5 veole who live in small agrarian villazes and
who still live by the traditions of their azncesters. For many, a large
populatien is senerally seen as a good thing, thoush in some arezs
pressure oun wne land is already being felt, _opulation planning tends
to teke the forr of plannins for population: whilst the current spate
of birtns is directly related to the banning of depo provera nine or so
months ago,the resction of politicians to the fact that the population
will,at uresent rates of growth, reach double its present size in the
early 2ist Century is classic:

we nad beiter stzrt on tne construction of z new Parliament

Building to nouse all tne ~Ps we shall need.
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