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L R IAL T e AND Resnoﬂs:nLE STATISTICIANS = - =
by Lud1 Sxmpsnnf‘f'°'i

1 was  a new student of sncxal statzstlcs in Southampton,uhen I first
heard nf“and 3nlned Radstats in 1977. I went to its AGM fired with

enthusiasm Kor. .a. ‘group uh;ch T felt: wauld ‘by example’ ifiject some
social _responsxb;lxty intp my study, and  that of my  twenty
felluw—students, and prov:de - some organlsatlonal back-up for

criticisms eof ‘our courses’ content. and running.

I came away with thrée'impreséinﬁs?“ a ceftaln' amount_ of anger at
~mavel-gazing and arm—chair philosophising; enbugh : fiew ideas about
socially responsible statistics to maintain my interest; and dismay
that there was so little material .that I could bring back to other
students to help we}d‘ ourselves _‘1nto _VSDClalIY . responsible
statisticiams. - s . ) SEATRE

Since ‘then T have been a student a'Junlor academlc statlstxcxan, and
have nou serVEd ‘4 years as.a. stat:staclan in‘local gavernment.

My original hupes for Radstats have not changed 'and have been

fulfilled: xn*abcut as equal measure as that first: AGM. To. take them in
furn:

Firstly, -does Radstats ‘provided “spocially responsible statistics"?
The term itself is problematical, but I . See. its exlstence in the
Health -~ -and Race Subgroups prdducts, and in the f:reﬁbrxgade
actxvxt;es sand. athers,-ahere our:, numeracy. and Statistical. =kills  give

other mnvements ammun:txon to help 1mprove.ﬂspc;alr_condxtxons in
Britain., ' ' ' o o

Radstats can and daes' prnv:de a serv1ce that IIS. one element in
counteractlng thé  virtual manapoly of f:gures and their pﬁESEntatlon
by offac1al government sources. . . . S pn

The more the stafeLcohtrbls 'lnformatlnh ‘against prngressxve social
change; the.more: important thas 1nformat1ve role of Radstats. becomes:
to use figures and methods, | to' which its members have prlvxleged
access,  to debunk the arguments that ald pruverty, war,'explnltatlun
and oppression. :

In my areas of work this would mean, for example, comp:l:ng fagurea of

cuts in education, or statistics on the exploitation. of 3rd. World
peoples by foreign companxes.
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stati Elcllns'v‘ Here 1 dontt mesh -career promntléﬁ (alt” 10 some
that does. hapgen!'_ but Qurturxgééand representxng stat:gticxans and
users of . st bIEti%E et e ' ircreasingly —prodoce eociatly
responsible statisics in. the above sense, and 1ncreas:ngly refuse to
produce s;a@ﬁj&&tgathat“marnfaan~reactlnnary ‘policies.” R A

£

Radstats’ ig&ﬁg& . 1mpqtus was in this direction, and  campaigned
successfuﬂty ’agalnst the then CBI director who had been nominated as
president u{ the Royal Statistical Society, and whose :sole
contributiow ““would have been to ally statisticians with the
institutions of big business.

Since then, Radstats has done 1little in this direction, and our
members have*—tgnded to  work . individually within the RSS. and other
statistician peer groups. oo '

I have' realiséd  while working for ~Lécal Governdent =~ that = the
statistical profession is highly atomised: statisticians tend to be
isolated frdm one other, and our development often rélies considerably
upon the non—stat15t1c1ans we work with. This makes it difficult for
Radstats to materially influence statisticians’ political or saocial
censcience.

However, more could be done fo strengthen the RSS’ ‘(and ‘the 10S*)
social conscience, and that of their members. Student statnst1c1ans,
and those few places wheré many & statigtieisns ‘work together, ' dould
also be fertile ground for study and help from Radstats.

The Education Subgroup with Reading Between The Numbers found & way of
encouragirs sgc%gglx responsible statisticians. amongst the wide number

of pedple ‘rely on research Etudies in education for their attitude
to policy. This strategg it you can’t change the 1rresponsnble
prafassiaﬁﬂf”‘ﬁﬁﬁ%?%tit:aﬂs,_ﬁfﬁﬁ ‘gan tbwamp  them with réspon

amateur statisticians” - 15 one of the valuable elements of
’demystxfyiﬂg’ Sratistics.. S8 CRRTS B SO T AL TR S o TR

The two areas of Radstats’ work. that 1 bhave di scussed, .- providing
socially reSpunsxble statistics and encuuraglng socially respons:ble
statisticians, are far from distinct:. each re~1n§orce5 the other._y\ﬁ
statistician has on!y to pitk up a’ copy of" in )} 0 ¥
encouraged to be socially aware of his or her own stat:sﬁ:cal
influence. R e SE R S

I realise that I have ur;tten this to.those whe feel . as. tresh. as-a . new
student of social statistics. 1 hope there are many of them around,
for there is plenty of scope for energy in Radstats. '
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