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Radical Statistics Tenth Birthdoy Weekend

SATURDAY A!-'TERROON FEBRUARY 23 '

North of England, as it was an open, meeting

Hhizle the first gpeakers were E£inishing' pu»i:bcopying theit han&mtﬁé‘ Hike BLIL:

asked whether our mailing list could be made public, and in particular,. whether
it could be circulated to trades union officials who, ii.ke hf.ﬁi, ccmla &;‘)swiﬂ'l =
sympathetic. statistical advige.. .The fact that some péople 8%8 not wish their !
nasies and addresses to be ciréulated in this way but were still vedy $iIlirg to.
“ give such adv:.ce ],ed to a dz.sewsion of. m we cm\ld gmide’s bq}tal“ ﬁej:m k

n: m decideﬁ t;o im;m a fm-n in wis nmlemar 50 t.m; peopll cguld offex
help Hhue mdicatmq wheumz or not their name cou].d be circulated. - {p.38)

MW Hill and:Bob- Lu-&rsthen mmmwm&um&m
in 1999, 1936.and. 2950 by Seeholm. Roamtres’ ahd the £63low ublih 1976 Bfithe -
of.ﬁmm of those: surveyed in 1950 Cauch of i the: Aisowss ion: céhtred around:

“Resmtree' s copceptof: 8 poverty line. whioh: waskbuved ch-aSSACENENTS: aﬁ*the =
: costs of providing basic essentials for families ¢f different sizes which were

t:hen compared. vith the famiues' actual inepm, . g:his has some xelevance to
8 Lsee. @r\n&v—“’is onp.26).

maem neﬂaods of setting Supplementuy amfi

M m::w .f.xo- nusl;in, eouwe “Oxfoxd: theu Jave’ & very: sl
the economic.and  statistical haclegxamd toﬂzumezs' strike ard the argments
-hou; the definition of aneconoiic gs.t.s' /By focuseifig ol inflation, the

» Government: has ignoved two. key ‘economic: varidbles, routistt and unemploywent .
se;th:g ecash limits. For: pub&i:; expenﬁ&mt&p ‘sales of amts ‘are set aga;mst e
cu:mt upgnditure, somthinq which acmmts 4 the pxivate sectopr would not
consider val.id :

In de‘fining pits ‘as uneconomic . the Govemment includes in operatmg 1osses .

“-such things as’ past subs:.dem:e, past pensions ‘and intarest payments, at’ twice

e

the 1eve1 of those in public industry, on’ Ioans from t.he Government In



16,

calculating the costs of closure, however, it ignores redundancy and social
gecurity payments, loss of production, loss of income tax and mult.iplier effects
on suppliers.

Discussion of this talk led on to the wider question of the role o-? Radical
Statistics in demystifying complex arguments of this type. '}'\e-a result it
was decided to 1look into the possibility of writing a pamphlet on the Rate
Support Grant. Mike Hill agreed to ccordinate a working group to pursue the
matter further and Mike Derbyshire was identified as a :uiajor' contributor.

SATURDAY, EVENING -
Many thanks to Roy and Debbie who hosted an excellent party at which a good time
was ha.d_b.y‘a.ll, and also to the locals who put the rest of us up for the night.

SUNDAY MORNING FEBRUARY, 24

This was a short but fruitful business meeting; with a surprisingly wide ground.
being covered.

Financial ' The cost of producing newsletters had risen even though they had
become™slimmer. This means that we may need to put up the subscription next
year. Our various bank accounts had a tota) of some 22500 in them

r-‘uture fnnding Dave Saunders suggested that we could make more progress if we
had & paid worker and suggested that we should raise subscriptions and seek
other funding. - Other pecple felt this to be politically und@esirable and/or
impractical, - It was suggested that we could pay for Kate Godwin, BSSRS' office
worker te do extra hours for our benefit, and.the new Troika was asked to follow
this up. - l ‘

Newsletters Editors have been found for the next three newsletters. They are
Cathie Marsh, Liz Atkins and Russel Eccb. . ' o

Reports from subgroups/new activities, . The Race Group 'is talking about rewriting
Britain's Black Population and the Health' Group:is debunking myths about 'the
national health'. The ‘Law Group, which hae only ohe member, Roy Carr Hill, who

would welcome more, ie working on the use of statistics in legal evidence. . Dave
Drew still wante to convene a subgroup to write e pamphlet on surveys for -pressure
groups, but does not have time at present. Mike Hill is going to coordinate
work on the Rate Support Grant.

'l‘zades union contacts. It was auggested we look to see if there is a need for

day conferences for tra.des uni.onists on either statistics or dcing surveys.
Also, we need to look at trades un:.on:;.ats’ and their officials' need for
statistics and determine tﬁe extent to which they dor't require statistics,

the extent to which they do need them and their need is satisfied and the extent

of unmet need. John Bibby will contact Roy Mcore and union research and 17.
e&ucation departments, The exception is health unions. Alison Macfarlane

will raise this matter with them when contacting thém about the cuts (seae

Health Group report) -

Mailing list/networking. There should be many more names given as contacts in
the newsletter, covering both subjects and geographical a¥add. B fbm should
be put in the newsletter to ascertain peoples' interests and lists of people

who can be contacted but don't want their names circulated should be drawn up
from this.

Publicity/recxuitment. Concern was expressed that we have too fow members

under 30, Therefore among ¢onference presences, we shall concentrate on young
statisticians and young OR conferences to try to recruit younger people to try
to counteract the undesirable tendency of existing members to get o].der. ‘John
Bibby agreed to run a recruitment drive after the move ‘from 9 Poland Street is .
complete, and he -agreed to join the Troika with this spec!.ﬂc responsibility
alone, e et
It was guggested that we should offer to edit &n fasue of'Science for People
and the Troika will look into this. It was suggested that such 3‘n Iggue o
" should cover statistics for the.isbour movement, demfsti'ficat’ion. statistics and
surveys for trades unionists and statistics for othér groups. @A’ meeting ‘should
' be called in about 3 months to plan contents, - ’

BSSRE ' It“was explained that a ne'w'office would have to be fou.nd as BSSRS has
to leave Poland Street in July and wiil’ have to f£ind about E1000 a year for rent..
Several passihle premises were beinq investigated.

It was agreed to reaffiliate and make a larger cont¥ibution, including some asset
sti:ipping. . The: nuclear group will give £300 and the other subgroups £150 to the
- central Radical Statistics account, and the Troika will transfer this to BSSRS ‘
when suitable arrangements cont:'errii.ng assistance have been ‘made. Membership
. forms and forms for the fighting fund which pays Kate's (shamefully lov} salary
are being circulated with this newsletter to encourage individuals to contribute.

Troika. Dave Saunders, Russell Ecch and John Bibby emerged as the Troika. It
was aq::e'ed to apportion tasks florﬁ;_the year with Dave dpaling with membership and .
subscripticns, Jchn m.th recruitment and Russell with other enquiries and
activities.

Advance Notice

‘'"The Statistical Considerations associated
with nuclear materials', speaker:

Texry Speed. Open University,

Wednesday 22 Janvary, 1986.

RSS Discussgion ﬁee ting.

Radical Statistics AGM 1986 HNational Children's Bureau,
Saturday 22 February, 1986




