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STATISTICS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
- A FORCED MARRIAGE?

: < Johm Bibby
CES 7 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh

1. introduction -~

It says something about the growing confidence and audacity of our profession,
that statisticlans are beooming more and more prepared to expand frontiers and
express. opinions ..be\gonq the narrowly. mathematical .and quantifiable. in. this we are
returning to 6ur’ historical roots. Maurice 'K'endall once descrlbed the advance of
statistics as: metched onlv by the Colorado beetie.and Attila the Hun”, and as Savage
(1985} polnted out we are now moving from 'hard" sub|ects to "hard-soft” areas such
as human rlghts ‘and defence. Radstats is, of course, part of this move. {Incidentally,
Savage's article provides yet another “first” for Radstats, being the first ASA
Presidantial Aodr‘ees to make explicit reference to our Newsletter.}

A recent visit to the 1S Conferenca in Amsterdam reminded me that this excursion
outside traditiénal bbundaries is not always entirely peaceful. Human rights was on
the agenda at Amsterdarn thts paper describes some of what happened (the

off*the-record desortptlon ts even more Interestlngl), and rhakes a few general points
about recent wrttings on statfstlcs and human rlghts '

2. The ISI and human rights

The American Statistical Association (ASA)-has in recent years convenead formal
sessions on-human -rights issues at its annual conferances. A similar session was
announced for tha 1§ in Amsterdam, but was subsequently cancelled by the Bureau. A
request for an: Oper Me‘etlngto discuss human rights issues was also refused, lest
certain members of the ISI, especially the USSR, might see unwarranted Interference
in intarnal affgirs. : '

Nevarthaless, an Informal Maeting on Human Rights was convened to fit in with
two contributed papers (Jabine 1985 Muhsam 1985) The IS1 Secretariat did, |
understand, consider refusing to eccommodate even this meeting, but a room was
eventually put at its disposai.
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At the informal mesting & "Panorama” film was shown, and .the foilowing main

items were discussed:

LA petrtion to the ISl Council fof the appomtment of a-Gommitted’ ~
to review policies of the 1nst|tute in matters releted to h’u?nﬁnl
rights. o . 5 Lk

2. A paetitien t:onoermng one Yosif ‘Begun. a Sovlet_ 'etetisticel
refusehik who featuréd on the Panorel‘na programrne

3. A request that the 1987 IS! confarenca m Japan should include ‘8
formal .session on human rights. ) . .

ttem (2) set the. cat amaong the pigeans, and led to conslder_ehl-_e‘:‘ Tf_i:t!et't'ir‘\iti:-.ht"\h‘e:'--s_c'ert'es‘
arm-twisting, desk-thiimping, and soul-searching. The' ISI'President {Jaimés Durtiin”of
LSE) arguad fortefully that the petition’s referaince tG "an: [hfofmil meating’ held dt the
ISI* "fiskad antagonizing the ‘USSR, Also; it was' unethical dnd” ileghal “to-‘u¥e thé 151's -
name without that" hodvs agreemem Lergal injunctions ware' me‘nttoned e E

The present writer was acutelv aware in these discussions that the internatlonal
Stattstlca‘l Congress tha ‘ISI's precursor ‘Rad" eventualw come to grigéf over tuet siieh a
'disfpute ds ‘this = imperisi Gertnanv s ‘parception ‘that the' SC was mfertér‘lhg i iftsrnat -
affdirs. it ‘goes wlthtJUt saying that this 'would not-be Wished for the IS Nevertheless; |-
felt that the expression used in the petition, "an infermal meeting Hiald ot the B ‘Wae"‘-’
) perfectlv naturai and accurete wav of describing whet had heppenetl, and that the
18l had no reason to feel eshamed nor to cover _up. what hed occurred Thus |t wes ‘

0

wrong and unneccessery to presssurlse tha organdsers of the petltlon to change thetr )

wording

In ‘the event, the orgemsers of the' petltlon did, under preSSw‘e, gr'ee to re‘til‘se' the
wo‘rdlng {the new wording is attached). ‘The meetmgﬁplace tlescrtptlon Wiy revieed to‘»'
read "an mternetlonel gethering of dedtisticiang In -Amatardam, August 1988": Thls

subtle encoding will of course completely foal the KGB.

This little mega-drema‘mav be no more important in the long-fun thay @Weverade- -
episode of Dallas. Howev_er,_ it does illustrate the following points:

1. Internatlonal orgemzattons cannot alwevs take risks in controverstal
areas.- . .. .

2. Officisls may valua the survwal of thair orgamsatlon above other
ideals, . ) .
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3, Most of the 18] discussion was extremely Cold War-ish in contant
= "Human rights” should mean much more than the rights to travel
of certain Soviet Jewish intellectuals.

%

4. In. such discussions, role reversal easily occurs. As Laslie Kish
succinctly put it: “l like it, | like it! — Bibby attacks the Soviet Union,
while Durbin rushes to its defence”.

However, the question of how statistics can be married 1o human rights is an
important: one, to which we now turn.

3 Human and civil rlghts

Human rights must.be seen as a legal and therefore a social concept. However,
whereas most legal rights regulate relationships between individuals, human rights
relate the individual to.the state. Kamenka {1978) links the genesis of human rights as
a concept to the rige of beliafs in econamic and :_socié‘l .individualism, although for‘
others the idea is more basic than this, having roots in the Old Testament, etc..

Becal%ae the. state I one of the parties in most human rights situations, it follows
that national laws: and legal systems ¢annot always be disinterested regulatprs. Thys

human- rights issues are increasingly becoming embodied in an expanding corpus of.

inta;national_lqws (Evan 1984.3),

|n the ntneteenth centurv, only states were sean as sublects of Internationaﬂ Iaw

mdiwduals were obiects without any means to enforce their rights (Starke 1978: 114).

Also, the doctrine of national sovereignty, a latter-day version of feudal slavery, kept
international law out of domestic affairs. The rapid codification of human rights after
the Second World War was a response to the clear limitations of the naticnal
soveraignty argument in dealing with fascist atrocities - and also, it must be said,
with the situation praevailing then in certain colonial territories.

The Universai Declaration of Human Rights (1948} contains 30 articles, which may

be summarized as follows:

1. Statements of ideals: rights to life, Iibartv, equalltv, and security of
persan.

2. Economic rights: rights to. work and own property; adeguate
houslng, education and leisure.

3. Sociat rights: Freedom of movement and association; the rlght to
marry, and “equal access to public service in one’s own country”,
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4. Civil rights: Freedom from slavery, torture, arbitrary arrast, invasion
of privacy; universal suffrage. o
5. Cultural rights: freedom of religion and opinion; right to fresly -
participate in the community's cultural life. ) v

Measuremant of the above seems. no more: Imposslble than manv other :‘tlsks‘
attempted by the social-indicators movement Aborn ‘and Dernko (1984 T‘able B ulate :
these rights to. the OECD List of Social lndlcators (Christian, 1974) Howevor fois
notable that their proposed human rights. indlcators are most: Gonvlncing in (2) move,
and-almost nonexistent in (1) and (5). This uuggosts that ‘the other “aress, namelvn (3)
and (4), are those where attention could profitably be focussed, ltem (4) perhaps

corresponds to the somewhat narrow view of human rlghts oftan adopted in the West.

4. Data sources, and discussion

A's with any. Iaw, national or iotarnationat the mesasurement of compnance ‘or ’
non-compllance is daunting. However human rigms maasuremant has tta sdded
complication that in many allaged vnolatlons the accused person - the state - |s aiso
the prowder of the keéy evudentlal data ‘One can imagine the havoc that this
concatenatlon of toles would plav in an average magistrates court!

" In order to avoid this conflict of interests, the state must not have a monopoly of
the available evidence. Supra-governmental and non-governmental agencies are two
possibilities. Several usefyl nonrgovernmental sources alrgady gxist (Evan 1984:13-18),

1. The Annual Reports of Amnasty International provide detalled qualitative
information on certain types of violation in many countries of the world.  Some
preliminary procasslng is necessary: beforo.thoso data can be amenable to statistical
analysis. Evan (1884:14) suggests content analvsis as one way of proceeding, although
the wisdom of this may be doubted. ‘

2. The Comparative. Survey of,,Freedom produced by Freedom House fates

countries on two seven-point scales of “political” and "civil” rights (Gastil 1981).
Although “some data may be better than none”, these scales are too Americo-centric,
in effect using “Western Democracy” as their model and metric (Scoble and Wiseberg
1981:148-155). ’
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3. The Physical Quality of Life Index (PQLl} developed by the Overseas Development

Council, uses two infant mortality measures, and a measure of literacy. Variables such

s

e @0 o °OC @ O O SO e & © OCe

1964). However, the

compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

PALl is extremely narrow in conception; although it may yet provide a starting-point

4. The World Human Rights Handbook (Humana 1883) presents ratings based on
(ICCPR), a legally binding (but optional) covenant approved by the United Nations in
1966. Only 40 per cent of UN members have ratified the ICCPR, but it nevertheless

as these were of course available some time ago (Russett et al
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5. Country Reports on Human Rights Practices is published each year by the US
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State Department, that well-known purveyor of radical data. For some 150 countries,

health,

food,

rights to

volumes document such things such as human

these

employment, and education (category (2} above). Recently, information has also been

given about the extent of unlawful killings. For example, between 1981 and 1982 the

estimated number of killings in El Salvador is reported to have dropped from 445 per
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idea

"an

relative lack of further victims (Savage 1985; Eisen and Verstappen 1984).
However, if it is to take off, members of groups such as

month to 219 per month {US Department of State 1983) - although it may be asked
The above brief survey shows that statistics in human rights may be

whether this resuited from a genuine change in human rights, or merely from the

Radical Statistics will have to assist in the process.

whose time has come”

5. Conclusion

SEQLE PAZUOYINEUN Uf
5931 10) Fumyaieas 1o seale you|y URLIES 1N0YILA
ur s¥3ay avnjod Supnp dpenonieg | awoy jo saymess aonod woag g1
O] Japun u2Ipjiyd Suipniug | adieya
‘siaadsns ueadosng-uou ffjensny | ON oYM uonuAap aned wosg gy
[UETTINET]
o1 uonisoddo weiwmw ssard
{RIRQI] 2IM JO Uon2as Jueaymds
ng "Fonzoda 1PUISAI SME[ 00T 2240 ou diyssosuan ssaad peonrod woig g1
sjo0yas ui Kdojoapt
SAL 21818 10 uordijas Kosindwos woig 71
As1aa00u03
Tes30s 1o [eantjod ol Butpruyut ou ing | 53k uordna Aue asnsead o, 11
1y afeuiepy | aBeuew jiaty
paxtpy pue Alpjerownn sapun pauueg - | ON pue snoEiai-130u [I9RI-13101 0 0L
SALSNPUT SUBW U] SYOE|G spuwsad yaom
1O SIPEL] PUE SISGUING $13L0521 ME] ON 10 Jualedopdws paradip wosd *§
s30%1

fe fuowre waredde voneuwLISI sy jenhs 01 vawom )0y g
: UOHEIIOSSE

pue fquissse (njaoead 10y "L

o esy
sme] A1Un22s,
1apun sawod ewardns ags
J0 Larpod ypa sioguos e §
. saouaead
qpp-aaes, ynm pragueds sienba N
DL, “INOQE] NIL|Q PADIOJ JO WIIOJ |
& Wwarsks inoqe| ajosed, deay)y |
"2 FIURIIAITS
J0 21BIS ‘SO0 PUE BINILLNG JO
suouE| o 1elgns voleanps youg
podssed
a0y aFurygaxa uy 9| UL FEureway
Wyl pauap |
Ajjensn awrdal jo sisvoddo
(eanmog - a3apad v, spodsse g
TRAT UL SISALIE (OO (0T {wansis
Jssed, Japun) sprwiad Fuipasu

uonsoddo eanned myasead jo 9

maqe] piy>
10 Pa10) * A13AR]S *WDPRIAS WOLY *

W

SEapL
R3] PUE UCHEWLIOHN ¥335 01 "%

Aneuoney Jo uonpaudap wo g °g

ANUNOD UMO AR 01, T

sueany 2 vonendod jo 50 | ON | ALUNGS UmO Ul JUSWIA0W I3 T
SIURUI0 J3gLIng SLHOTH/WOATHA
OO 000" ©1 doip
U035 PIROYS SUSZIND [N JO I2QUING 34) pUE yans se papieias Aeda) 1o sugznn se
PRIESIL 10U S1R SIUBIQEYUL Y3E|{ "S3081 3] q NSIp OU 3YEM U0 2 pue

TuawLIzA0d Jo suondunsse ) 01 Kreiuod ‘molaq uaAE SIIMSUE U] "SIWATIXD UamIaG
AJEA S20EL BHUA-UOU SURTR UOUBUNLLIISID JO 35nE23q “SiyfL uewng Suoneadssq0

NsEIIUN

2undy sayew sdnold [@1e] Juasap
uaamizq ded mydes sad awosuy
anpgndal
Armpusweiped Huswiaaod jo g

007 SUBIY ‘6] $31ga Syipg
0001 13d (2838 [~} A)pTa0w JuEjul
6§98l (L saym s Louepsadxa aj
(590 #25) 000" 0£0" 67 wonendog
250 :Sunea s)ydi usmngy

VOINdY HINOS



- 25 -

.REFERENCES

-Aborn, Murtay and George J. Damko (1984} Can _there be. social indicators for the

observance -of human rights? Paper -presented to the session. on Mothgdolog!.fgr
Unusual and Difficult Social Indicators at the Annual Meeting of the Amarican

Statlstical Assocuatlon August 13 18, 1984 Mimeo., 24pp

.-Duncan, Jogeph W. and William C.. Shelton (1978) yolutlon in Unltad States
-Government: Statistics, 1926-1976. Washington, DC: US Govt. Printing Office.,

e

Enson, Dll'k and Berth Verstappen (1984) Countmg human rlghts wolatlons El
Salvador in statistics. SIMS Newslatter (Netheriands Instltute of Human nghts) 8, Mav,
~pp:3-14. -

' .
H

' Evan Willlam IVI (1984) Human rlghts and Ieg_ mdmators a problem for social

. ndlcgtor research.. Paper presented to the sesmm on Methodology for Unusual and
Dn'ﬂcuit Soclal Indu:a;ors at tha Annual Moetmg of tha Amarlcan Stausncal
.ASSOCIBUOH August 13-16, 1984. ‘Mimeo., 28pp. -

'0,
. Qastil, Ravmond D. (‘j§81) Political Rights and .Civil Libertias. Wast Port,

Connecticut.

I-Iumana, Charles (1983) World Human R__ghts Guide. London Hutchlnson

+ Jabine, Thomas B. (1985) What can statlstlcians comrubuto to. the . proteotlon and
-advancement. -of .human righta? nternatmgg %tatlsxlsal Inftitute, 45th Session.
.Contributed Papers Votumse 1, pp.85-86. : -

oL

Kamenka, .Eugono (1978) The anatomy of an 'id_e_a. Pp.1-12 in Kamenka ‘énq Tay
{1978). ' R

E. Kamenka and Alice Erh-Soon Tay, eds. (1978) Human Rights. London: Edward
Arnoid T

‘Muhsam, H.V. (1965) Two human rights issues in.the S| Declaratlon on Professlonal
Ethics. International Statistical |nstitute, .45th Session: Gontributed Papers: Vo!ume -2,

pp.475-476.

Russett, Bruce M. et al. eds. (1964) World Handbook of Political and Soclal

Indicators. New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Prass,

- 26 -

Savage, |. Richard (1985) Hard- soft problams J /
March, pp.1-7.

Scoble, HM. and L.S. Wisebarg {1981) Probleris. bf oo;'noorativa research on human

rights. Pp.. 147171 in Ved P.. Nnndan g}_gl_‘, odss. (1985} Qlobal: Hmn nghts Public

Policies, Comiparative Measures-" A

Prass. S ST

Starke, J.Q. (1979) Human righ’ls unrd Infér
Tay (1978).

a(-'liiw'. 'Pp'i_‘_‘ ]‘j’ﬁ:"i‘&lflﬁ'i{émenka and

US Departmént of State (1933} Countrv Reports ot‘r Hu" 114 R[ jhts Practlces for
1982. Washington, DC: US Government. Pﬂntlng Offlcs R,

APPEND’ix

and get them sl,gned Then return to Ann Mltchell, ‘Department of Mathematlcs,
Imparial Cdllogo Londoh sw7 who will forwnrd thom to Mr Gorbachov

PETITION

The following petitlon was unanlmously approved at an informal moeting on
statlstlclans anq hurnan riuhts he!,d during an Inmrnq;ional gatherlng of statlstlclans in
Amstordam August 1985. o C e e

e i, Pl
i . d

We are extr'iarﬁel‘v conceimed ' abous the ﬁonbral ‘condition of our statistical
cofleague dr: Yosif Bogun Hig- traatment -frag: wboon pimcularhr harsh In récent years,
especlalfv sinco he was mowd to a clqsoﬂ prison ln Chlstogol If it should be
impossible to aliow him .to» amlgrate to Israoi
be allowed tho statutorv K ,Itlng rights and Te

um rninimumr we rsquut that his wife

rs,

In the light of tho succossful‘ mootlngs in 'Holslnkl ‘ure ‘urgonth}: iuk‘-the Soviet
authorities to review the case of Yosif Bsgun.



