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Are vou anterested 1n ioining the HEALTH THFORMATION NETHORK?

The 1dea  of a health information network arose from the conference held
last April on the subiect of Making Health Information Hork.

A brmef outline of the econference is @given below together wWith
suguestions made for future activibies:

HORNT NG

Speakers on: The development of the Radical Statistics Health Group
Health Information available at the regional level,
Pussible sources of i1nformation at health distriet
level
Hativnal health stabtistics
RAHP. e how to divide and rule
Sub-redional RANP - a description of how resources are
allocated to districts i1n a losing region,

AFTERNOOHN

Participants split into four dorkshops to discuss the follwing topics:
1. Health information at the national level.

2. Health information at regional and district level.

3. Local health canvasses.

4. Local health profiles and local ‘Black reports'.

There Has a final plenarv session to discuss possible future developments.
The following sukeestions Were made:
- Set up a mailing list fFor a national health information netWork
= Develop qualilly assurance measures
= Hork With others to disseminate information in a simple form to counter
the 2overnment's statistical fiddles such as eclaims of more beds and
shorter Halttne lists.
= Produce a publication which covers what is @oing to be missing from
the text of the next OPCS decennial supplement on occupational
martality,
= Produce a response. focussing on wnformation needs, to the Green Paper
on Primary Health Care and the review of Community Nursing
- How to burld a local health profile when you don' t have much in the
Kay of resources,
- How to assess Lhe health implications of the transfer of patients
from hospital to community
- HRevision or HAHP

Some of Lhese Here thought to be topies for discussion at another
conference rather Lhan potential publications

The health nformation network seemed well  worth pursuing and a

queslionnalee has been circulated to all those who attended or expressed
an anterest in the conference. The idea is that the network will be a
way of enabling people With an interest in health information and the
kay LU 15 used tu make contdact with one another. He decided that there
would be tho lists One Will be circulated to anyone who would like it

The wother Will not be circulated and Will have details of those people

Hilling to help others but #ho do not want their names and details
circulated.

If vou are interested in joining this network please could vou complete
the questionnaire included in this newsletter®and return it to Jenny
Head. Please could you make photocopies of the guestionnaire and pass 1t
on to other people who .might be interested in the health information
network. - % See P

Radical Statistiecs conference

The Health Group is plamning four workshops as part of the Radical
Statistiecs conference to be held in York on Saturdav February 28. The
topies for the workshaops were suggested at the last Making Health
Information Hork conference and in replies to our 'network’ circular, HRe
hope that at least some of these will lead to further ackivity., The
workshops planned are on: ‘
1. NHS resource allocation Hhat, if anything. has RAWP achieved? Is

there a more effective wav of moving towards equality of access to

health care for those in equal need? .

2. Inegualities in health - Currie and dh)ps for all? Can We use what we
know about the social and political determinants of ill health to
respond to the government's victim blaming heart disease prevention
campaligns?

3. Local health profiles A few local authorities have set up health
units which. among other things. are doing these health profiles in
detail. Hhat can their experience teach those of us who live in other
areas and want to Jdo a simple profile with minimal resoirces?

B Hew developments in HHS data collection Hill the new ' Eocner s b
help us answer the guestions which the 'old’ statisties did  not
ansker?  Hhat help will thev be in monitoring moves from hospital  to
‘community’ care?

He hope you will decide to come. Fuller details of the whole conference
including times and venues are given elsewhere in this newsletter. If
you #ould 1like to know more about the Health Group's part of the
conference . or have anv suggestions to make, please contact Jenny Head
on 01 387 7050 ext 5702 (work) or Alison Macfarlane on 0727 52111 ( home)
or DBb5S B16B7b ( work).

Radical Statistics Health Group

Non-publication and selective publication of government statistics

Since raising this issue at the AGMs of the Society for Social Medicine

and the Medical Section of the Royal Statistical Society, the Health Group
has not done much more on this subject, apart from finally getting round

to replying to the British Medical Association to comment on the letter they

had received from DHSS? Copies were sent to the Chief Medical Officer and
the DHSS statistician involved. As the statistician has now moved to
another department, we do not anticipate a speedy reply!

Meanwhile there seems to be a certain amount of activity elsewhere, as
can be seen from Paul Allin's letter to us. In addition, the RSS Medical
Section and the Society for Social Medicine have decided to hold a joint
meeting on the subject in the summer. The RSS Medical Section has asked
me to do their end of the organisation together with someone representing
the Society for Social Medicine. Any ideas people have about the ground to
be covered and possible speakers will doubtless be very welcome.

Alison Macfarlane ¥ oSee neat page WA Seeop
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Progress Report on Proposal for Radical Statistics Book and

suggestions for the way forward to production.

! hope that you will be glad to hear that the proposal for
a Radical Statistics book is alive and well.The probles is
that 1t is atill at the stage of a proposal.The purpuse of
thie report ie to bagin & diecussion of ways to convert the
propusal iate the product.

Origiuuy the book was to be edited by Colin Thunburst
David Drev and,as far as [ can undarstand,John Bibby.However
dua to other comsitments Colih and Dave have withdrawn thetr
wish to .edlt and
1 think Joho Bibby has as mll.conuqunnﬂy Jean Ullman and
'nysnl.‘t have offered to take ua'tho oditur_ial rt.lapumaibility.

Vben Colin and Dave first suggested the idea in RSN 33 there

was considerable interest including offars t_n write and rework

various articles.

Such a book pronises (i) to briug together the work done |
'Sy different subgroups ﬁith_in ESG into one coherent volume
éﬁuriq that it is nc.pt lost (11) to air .ortuqyoc of
caontemporary nisueea and constructions of statistica (1i1) to
make Radical Statistics more accessible to nonexpert groupe
and possibly promote recruitment to the RSG (iv) to.act as’'a
1980& supplement to Demystifying Bocial Statistics which waa
firet publisbed in 19¥9.1 wou-ld,thouturc.ut you to get‘
axcited about the prospact of such a book.

In practical terms Pluto's going bankrupt has put us back

in negotiations with a publisher but according to the
information Colin kindly sent me,Alison & Busby would almost
certainly give us a contract under their Nellglen Ltd
consortium which will continue to publish in the Pluto epirit
Bafore I say any more, here is ny suggestion for the
structure of the book,some of which is derived from Colin's
11et in RSN 35.N.B. — Pirstly,this 1s only wy suggestion to
get the disoussion ball rolling.Secondly,additional firm
comsitments to help with-the editing are welcome.Thirdiy,
offers of other articles or suggetions for restructuring are

alan welcome.

Titla : Radical Perspectives On Statistics

By. ¢ Radical S.tatlstics_ Group
Editors: Ullman and Abrabam
Introduction: Vhat is Radical Statiétics?(ulbby.Ullnan.nhraham
Section Dna :Statistics.- Radica_l or Conservative?
Editors comment: In this section we shall explore the
trditions and strmﬁs of radical statistics u.vhich coexist with
the many conservative and wmystifying elements of statist_ical
practice. V& show that conservative control of statistics is

not,and has not baan.inevitabie. It is rather that critical

.understanding of quantification fn a conservative political

context requires radical choices to made 1n the construction
and application of statistics,
1.0rigine of the Royal Statistical Soclety (Bibby)

2.Radical and conservative cholces in statistice education
C(Abrahaw)
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3.0pinion Polla(Marsh)

4.Radicalising Survey MathodologyCar-Hill)

5. Radical Demograpby{(Boath)

Section Two:Demyatifying Health and Risk Statistice

Editors comment: In an immadiste senss we tend to think of our
health as depending on the competence of doctors,aursee and
otber professionals that we would choose to trust.Somatimae
this ia the case but our health is aleo affected by less |

visible political.;éumﬂc and environmsatal considerations.

' Statistics play two crucial roles in this respect.Firetly,they

can be seen to provide politiclans with sclentific eridﬁnce of
the 'signtficance' of health risks pet‘:ple face on nxpoaur; to
radiation, the arms race,food chemicals, dfugs etc.Secondly, they
can be used to presant political cholces about the allocation
of resvurces to health services as’ratiomal’ .hperat'iveu for

economy in which pacple are assumed to have equal oppartunity

in private health care.In this section,by taking a number of

cases wa will exanine the palitical bases for much of what

constitutes health s_ﬁtiitlc-.

¢.An analysis of the risk of nuclear war (Shenfield)

7.8tatistical significance testing and fhf.Bliélk Raport on
Sellafield (Hutchinson)

8.Vhose measures in food and drug toxicology? (Abrabam)
9.Unsafe in their hands{Bad State Health Group’.

10. Inequalities in kealth:in defesce of the NHS
{NcPFarlane, Thunburat)

11.Can we trust politicians with health statistice? (McFarlane)

Section Three:Critical Statietice of Bducation

Editors comment:V¥e urgently need to debate the future clu‘ our
education eystenm.Statistics are freguently used, with or
without justification,to frame thic debate.In this sectidn

we aball try to chow ,on the one hand,how statistics can and -
cannot, help us make Judgements about our education system and,
on the other how current anti-educational forces within the
cystem militate against the intellectual empowerment of more
people able to make such judggmnts. .

12.Key iseues in educational research(Plewis,Ecob)
Could be shorter version of Reading batween the numbers

13.Is there equality of opportunity fn education in

Southampton? (Mar Nolinero) ' ’
14.Class 9ize and pupil attainmant (Simpson?
15.Politice of numeracy (Bvans)

Section Four:l[nequalities Bekind the State-istics

.Bditors comment:Dfficial statietice do not glve us 'peutral’

information about the state of affairs in our society.Like
other etatistics,they are collected for certain political or
bureau.cratlc purposes. Thus, what 1s collected,and how, is
coloured by the interests of the state.Poverty, saxual
inequality,racien and unemploymant raflect the inhumanity of
our society.The articlas in this section conslder how they are
both reflected and neglected in 'statistics. .
16.Politics and statistics of pavertyﬂ'hunhurst)

17.How statistice understate certain sections of the
population{Ullman)

18.Black youth unesployment in Sheffield(Clough, Draw)

19. Race and eentenciung(Drew, Valker, Jeffarson)

25
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20, Antisocial trenda(Niles)

Saction Five:The ¥sssure and Niemsasurs of Global Problems
Bditora comment:Sometimes it ie important to measure the
quantities of various social artefacts and phenomena.For
example, indicators of this kind can give ua useful 1ufo.rntion
Third ¥orld underdeavelopment and devclopnnt.‘ﬁt in som caces
the collection and manipulation of atatiastics regarding a .
phenomenon can distract us from its !undanﬁtally ore
{mportant qualitative featurss.In this section three araas af
global significance help to {llustrate these points.

21.The nuclear numbars game (Miles,Lintott)

22.National compariscns of urban growth in the Third Vorld
(Bimpson’

23. Statietica of mass hunger and the foudlpopulntlon
squation(Abraham :

Bection Six:Vho Can Use Radical Statietice? -

Bditors commant:After a consumsr view of Rad etate this
section containa short arti¢les of information fér practical
24.A consumer's appraisal of Radical Statistice(Hopayian).:
25, Racism: an information pack(Draw,Gurhab)

26.Statistics of the nuclear arse race:ciiticil guide to
equrces(Rad State Wuc Dis Group)

27.8urveys for pressure groups{Evana,Drew)

28.5olidarity with Central Aﬂrlca'bulldlns radical statlltict
in Nicaragua (Si-pann)

Conclusion: Radical Statietice ~ Future Proepacts
(Ullman, Abraham)

On average,articles would be 4,000-5000 words in length

giving a total of arcund 100,000-110,000 words.

Obviously none of this can go forwsrd without most or all.
of the paopie wantioned bai;:g willing to contribute.But many
of the articles only require reworking previously written
material.Bg. chs 2,3,4,7,9,12(based omn Reading between-the ‘
nusbers), 13, 15, 21 26,27, ' ‘ o

" My suggestion would be that we aim to get all tha _
articles to the editors by October 1987 which means submitting
the final draft of the book to Alison & Busby by Jan.1088.The
book would than c:.a- eut later in 1988,a decada after

Demystifying. If ‘thest 'are to be realistic deadlimes to atim

‘for then wa pesd to meet to discuss the book soon. It would be

a.great )i-]_.p 11 all those interested could come to the Rad
State AGN on Feb 25tk in_d llnr;ph .lst.Bven if it could not be
formally c_nscumd at that mttigf-'ue could arrange a further
masting then.I smphasise again t-ﬁ;sb are suggestians, not
prescriptions, to set things in antiﬁn What do you think?
) Jnlm Abraban

Please send responses to:John Abrabam
Nantall Bullding,
' University of S&asex;""_

Falmer,

Brighton.
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ALTEHNATIVE SOCIAL TRENDS = "PHOGHESS™ HerOKT

Tragedy, hopefully temporary, struck this project, just as it was coming
to fruition, as a result of the bankruptcy of Pluto Press, e were contracted
to sutmit the manuscript to Pluto Projects by 30th september, and by half way
through heptember only the punctuation needed checking - when the receiver
arrived at Pluto, Pluto PFress continues, bought out by Alison and Busby, and
Pluto krojects, now Vision Slide Ltd, has been bought by its own workers, Thelr
need for quick money spinners means that our contract was cancelled,

The version of AST produced for Pluto consists mainly off data, with only
a brief introduction and commentary, There are eight chapters: Health - Learning
- Use of Time - Necessities = Physical Environment - How people relate to each
other - Personal Safety and Security - The people vs the raw, This was to a very
large extent rewritten to Pluto's specification, and we also have large chunks
of previous, longer versions, Since Pluto's demise we've been sending the
manuscript to all likely publishers, and are hoping to get a favourable answer
before all the data becomes out of date, More news later......

e
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"I know we have to collect statistics so we know
where the economy is goinge. But do we have to publish
them, so that everyone else knows too?"

(d'apres Statistics, Concepts and Controversies,
by David S.Moore , whick alse provided Hie seviee oF man
of the other cartoons reprmted n Toha Dibloy’s, Quoke

_D&hmd Quotes .and ... , 2nd edn., 1986.)
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HEALTH INFORMATION WETHORK OUESTIONNAIRE

Please complete this questionnaire 1f vou would like to join the netbHork.

{Please make photoropiles and pass on Lo others belore ritling inl
Hame. . . . e ey el b

Address. . ..

Hork tel: . . ..., ... .. ¢ c...... Home tel:.

Interests. experience. . .

T would like to know about, oo

Health Tntormatian Hetnork
Please tick OHE of the folloding statements:

1, T am willing for my name. address. tel. no and interests to he D

circulsted to other peaple on the Health Informabion Network
mailing list and would like to receive a copv myselfl,

2. I may be willing to give help but don't wWant my name circulated D

to other people. T would like to be included on the mailing list
and receive a copy of the list which is cipculated.

Dats Protection act

This Act requires us to obtain your permission 10 e 1nclude vour name on a

computerised mailing list. TF you DONT Wish vour name Lo be part of the
computerised mailing list please indicate Delow:

I do not want to be i1acluded on your comput=rised mairling list D

Please return completed guestionnaire Lo Jennv Head, Dept. of Communi Lty

Medicine, University Collede and Hiddiesex School of Hedicine.

Bb-72 Gower Streest. London HCTE BEA enclosing $1.00 (please make cheques oub

to "Radical Statistias Health Group”) f you Hant to receive a copy of
netWwork mailing list.

Lhe



RADICAL STATISTICS CONMERKNCE
EE R Resources Vor Bducation: Programme  #oeokkkskx

104w Welcome & cofb fee * enyuiries:
* D.Saunders 01 806 2820
Hlaw Introduct.ion : - 4 J.Shapire 01 348 3485
K K K K K Kk k K X I X %
11. 1ham Fducotion and Statisbics: Joo Plewis

Schools in Context: Cecilio Mar Mol inero
172 4bpm Lunch, Light refreshments available al Kifu_{’.*: Manor.
2. 1hpm University Cubs: lan Diamond. .

Non Cowpulsory Educatbion: H&o Qing

J.4%pm Ten
L lhpm cht_;rl_._u r'rom ::ub--g_;_j@mps: Race, Nicaragua Statistics Fuod
These  sensions nre held at Priory Street Community Cenire,Priory

Shreet, York., tel 0904 399648
Map reference PSCC,  parking:Nunnery

oxrx Hontth Group: Progeramme  ooookosoooos

* & kK * Kk ¥ k % k X

1 Ui Wesleome: & coflffee engquiries

X *
* *
* Alison Maclarlane %
* 0727 521111 I
* *

1lam Intrxduction
' ' * K Kk & ¥ % K kK & X

11. l't’iaﬁ Hurk:;hnp.:s B or D .
Inegqualibie in llenl._i;h,(:urriu.& .(:Ihip'.: f'ur a;'ll_"
Nesw '(luvulnpm.mt.ﬁ i.n. Nl'.lS Data Coll.éc.l:;i.('a.n .
12, dbpm I.um:h,_ r-:l‘re_:;hmunts available al King's Manor.
2. 15%pm H;u—.kﬂhupg K or H L . o -
NS .r't:suut'(:u allocation
Local healbh proli Lles
B Abpm Tea
4. 15 Re:port. back. Where do we go From hoere'?
tong  are held al King’s Manor, SU. Leonard’ s Place, York.

t.e ! 440000
Map reference KM, parking: Marygate.




The Radical Statistics Newsletter is available by subscription. Current
rates are £5 per year for individuals and £7 for institutions and £1.50
for the unwaged. The Newsletier is available from the Radical Statistics

Group, c¢/o BSSRS, 25 Horsell Road, London, N5 1XL. Tel. 01-607-9615.

The Radical Statistics Newsletter is produced three times a year in May,

July and December.

Editors: send the typed newsletter to one month
before they want the newsletter to reach readers.

Copy to be typed on A4 paper.

Contributors: send articles to the Editor by the copydate on A4
paper, typed, with good margins all round, in double
or 1% spacing (a change from the previous request
for single spacing because of hi-tec reduction
reproduction). All members of RSG are invited to
contribute to the Newsletter - articles may vary from
very short to quite long. Letters and reviews are

also welcome.

Addresses: The Editor's address usually appears in the last
Newsletter, but articles can also be sent to The

Editor, RSG, c/o BSSRS, 25 Horsell Road, London N5 1XL.

NEXT EDITOR: % Rod Siats (address above)
COPY DATE: 31 Maceh 1987 !

DATA PROTECTION ~ACT

In accordance with the DPA, an* member is entitled to ask

(a) for a printout of his/her personal details (name and address) as
kept on the Radstats computer

(b) that his/her personal details should not be so stored.

Anybody wishing to avail themselves of this right, please contact the

Troika with requests in triplicate.



