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Academics
attack cuts
in schools,

THE Government's claim that
spending on schools has been
nising steadily in recent years is
being challenged by a group of
university statisticians. -

A new analysis of spénding .

figures by young academics be-
longing to the Radical Statis-
tics Education Group says cap-

ital spending in schools has

been heavily cut, spending on
secondary ‘school textbooks
has fallen and the pupil-tcach-
er ratio in nursery schools is
deteriorating. .o Page 1
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THE GOVERNMENT's proud
boast that spending on schools
has been rising steadily in recent
years has beeo challenged by =

group of university statisticians.
The critical analysis of educa-
tion spending figures by young
academics beloiging to the Radi-
Tdcstime Flomiie
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SRYS government  capital
spending in the schools has beca
heavily cut, spending on text-
books in secondary schools has
fallen, and that the pupil-teacher

ratio in nursery schools is deterio-

rating.

A copy of the report, released
exclusively to The Jndependent be-
fore publication eatly next week,
caims: -7 :

B Government spending in 1984

on cach pupil in the assisted
places scheme, which subsidises
the fees of pupils from low-in-
come families attending indepen-

__dent secondary schools, is 28 per

cent higher than 'the amount
spent oo each state secondary
schoof pupil — £1,520 as opposed
to £1,192 per pupil in 1984 prices.
® Capital spending on education

[in 1985 was 25 per cent lower than

it was in 1978,
# Sccondary school spending per

KP“ on books (cll by 25.per cent.

tween 1979 and 1984,

B The pupil-teacher ratio in nurs-
ery schools was-8 per cent higher
in 1985 than in 1980,

& While pupil-teacher ratios in
the independent sector  have
fallen by 12 per cent since 1979,
those in the public sector have
only {allen by 4 per cent,

® Pupil-teacher ratios in inde-
pendent schools are at least 45

" per cent lower than in state-main-

tained secondary schools.

® The Government places a
- much higher priority on military
* expenditure, and spending oo

By Simon Midgley
Education Reporter

public order and safety, than on
education spending.

The main author of the teport,
[an Plewis, a stetistics lecturer at
the Univeosity of London Dosi- |
tute of Education, says in his in- i
troduction that Kenneth Baker,

“Secretary of State for Education,

has repeatedly asserted that real
spending  on  education  has
steadily increased, - that  real
spending per pupil has been rising
and that class sizes and pupil-
teacher ratios have been (alling.

However, be adds: “Many who
work for the state education ser-
vice, and those who egperience it
as consumers of parchts of con-
sumers, have not scen things get-
ting steadily better.”
. He concludes that “public per-
ceptions of a deteriorating service
are much nearer the truth than
governmenlt asscrtions of
improvement.”

Although real spending on edu-

- cation rose by S per cent belween

1079 and 1724, it dropjreil by 5 pet
cent tn 1985 to its lowest level
since 1979, — T
Military aad public order ex-
penditure on the other hand, the
authors say, rose by 22 and 28 per

“cent respectively since 1979,

While there has been a steady
increase in expenditure in sec-
ondary schools, the steady risc in
primary school spending per head
halted in 1983.

in 1934 spending fell to £612 per
head in 1980 prices from £613 the
previous year.
® Figuring Out Education Spend-
ing, the Dritish Society for Social
Responsibility in Scicnee, 25
Horsell Road, London, NS, £1.




