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EDUCATION GROUP

We produced 1000 copies of 'Figuring Qut Education
Spending' which have sold steadily since June. We have
a2lready covered our costs and there is & good chance that we
will eventually sell most of them However, sates have not
been as fast as they were for ‘Reading Between the Numbers’;
nearly a1l the 3000 copfes of R8TN have now been sold, [t is
interesting to speculate why this shouid be. Somewhat ironi-
cally, in view of its intended audience, RBTN has appealed to
teachers in further and higher education and has been used on
a number of courses. FOES is oftensibly a more capaigning
pamphiet with perhaps a broader appeal, but"’"so obviously
appropriate for courses in education departments Reaction to
FOES has been muted but nobody has argued with our conclu-
sions.

Cur one other activity {apart from possible work on
Statistics for School Reorganisations - see Steve Simpson's
article in RSN39) has been to contribute’ a talk in the BSSRS
series 'Benazth the White Coat'.

IAR PLEWIS
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Bealth group report

Enough time has now passed since the publication of 'Facing the
figqures' for those concermed to recover owr sanity and to hold meetings to
discuss future plans with the encouraging number of new people who are now
joining us. Five project areas have emerged grouped round either particular
interests or possible new projects. There is an undestandable reluctance to
embark on any other project which is in danger of turning into another
lengthy book. A more popular idea at present is producing 'broadsheets', in
the form of sheats of A3 paper folded into 4 A4 pages. For the benefit of
anyone who does not get health group mailings, the interest/project groups
are listed below with a contact telephone number. .

Tnternationzal comparisons Mo specific project is plammed at present, hut
there is an interest in looking at health statistics produced by
internaticnal agencies such as the World Bank, in terms of their validity
and appropriateness. Another interest is comparisons between different
countries' health ¢are systems. Contact Anthony Zwi, 01 387 7050 ext 5711
(wark) or 01 341 6123 (home). :

Imequalities An cutline has been produced for a possible broadsheet which
would cover critically the arquments put forward by Julian e Grand and
Raymond Illsley and lifestyle explanations of ineqmalities. It would also
cover the debate about whether the gap is widening. Contact Mel Bartley 01
359 3185 (home). or George Davey Smith 01 387 7050 ext 5713 (work) or 0 733
6485 (home) . . o : :

A new mofficizl guide to official health statistics This idea originated
at last year's conferemce, and there are people willing to contribute, The
range of topics and possible authors has been discussed., Themes include
statistics about population structure, ill health, factors causing ill
health, hospital activity and care in the coammmity. Before tackling the
pamgphlet,” this group may do a broadshest on NHS management statistics,
including Korner, performance indicators, diagnostic related groups, QALYs
etc. Contact Jemny Head 01 387 7050 ext 3702 or Alison Macfarlane 06727
52111 (home) or 0865 816876 (work). ' '

Cammunity health profiles Two coiplementary approaches have been
identified. One starts by putting togeher routinely collected and the other
involves surveys. It is plamed to do a broadsheet to outline methods for
these two approaches. In discussion, it was assumed that the people who
actuzlly end up doing profiles are likely to be experiented, but the
important thing is to involve local communities in deciding what questions
to ask. Contact Luise Parsons 091 265 4188 fwork). .

Critique of primary health care white paper This will acknowledge that some
of the proposals in the white papér are good ones, but questions whether
the plammed measures will achieve them. The plan is to move fairly quickly
on this. Contact Kev Hopayian 0728 832370 (home).’

Mearmhile, 'Facing the figures' is still selling well and we have nearly
recoverad cur costs..We also get invitations to give talks talks based on
it and ir has received a mmber of complimentary reviews. .

Alison Macfarlane

Health group warkshops for Radical Statistics Conference

The Health group has plammed four workshops for the conference on
February 27: :

1. Where has Rorner got us?

what -data are being collected through the new NHS data systems..Do
they tell us any more about health or the KHS than their predecessors didz

2, Monitoring hospital activity

What is the basis for performance indicators, diagnostic related
groups and Quality Adjusted Life Years (QALYs)? What use are they in
evaluating hospital activity? Are there any altermative approaches which
could be used to build up 2 picture of what is happening in a given
district? ’

3. Monitoring care in the commmity

. In comparison with hospitals, very few statistics are collected about
careinthemrmmity,andtheM{Sandlocalgcvermentcollectthedata
indeperdently meking it difficult to lock at the interface between them. Is
it possible to use the existing statistics to monitor what 1s and is-not -
happening in the commanity? ’
4. Prevention - the'rhetoric and the practice. 2n international perspective

An examination of statistics related to this issue in several
comtries. .

Satirday Fehruary 27, 8 pm
" "he Fmpress of Russia, 362 St Johm Street, Iemdon EC1

The upstairs room at the Empress of Rusgia has been booked for a
social/musical evening in aid of the Nicaragua Statistics Fund. There will
be a mixture of backgrownd music in an English/Trish traditional vein-and
misic to listen to., Further misical contributicns will bé welcome, so if
you play any sort of acoustic music, don’t be hackward in coming forward..
Bacanse the pub does not have a music and dancing licence, the room can
orily be let to clubs which exist for musical purposes, so this will be the
first, and perhaps the last, meeting of the "Random music club’! Make sure
you don't miss this possibly unique event.
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N:caragua Statlstlcs Fund

' zexaymnoad.amuamm
These notes summarise (1) the 1987 activities of the Radstats' Nicaragua
Statistics Fund; (2).Developments in Nicaraguan statistical work; (3) priorities
of the Nicaragua Statistics Fund in 1988; and (4) an Appesl for continued
support. I would sppreciate comments by correspondence or at the 1988
Radstats AGM.

1. NICARAGUA STATISTICS FUND: 1987 UPDATE

DONATIONS o
1.1 A long run of the journals af the RSS and 'Economics', textbooks, solar

calculators and floppy discs have been sent to INEC {(government statistics
institute, UNAN-Leon (University statistics department) and INIES (socio—
sconomic studies institute). £295 has been used to buy Spaniah—language
texts, and to make the shipment of books snd journals.

CCNTACTS IN BRITAIN
1.2 Donations have been made by many individuals. Collective contributions

have been made by Nottingham Computer Resource Centre workers, some gtaff and
students at the London School of Economics, and Campaign Coffee in Edinburgh.
Other individuals have offered specialist help when the need arises.

VIHITS TO NICARAGUA
1.3 Four statisticians from Britain visitaed Nlcaragua in 1987 (to our

knowledge), each of them visiting places of atatistics work. One worked for

a month in the Ministry of Education and another is at INIES for 9 mnnths.

A lecturer from LSE is due to visit and give econometrics classes in the spring
of 1988.

PUBLIC FACE

1.4 In 1987 an article appeared in Nicaragua Today, .and the Fund had a display ‘

at the RSS conferenbce in Oxford. The Statistics in Nicaragua report (*) has
been republisned.

REPRESENTATIVE IN NICARAGUA
1.5 Elsbeth Epema, & Dutch demagrapher working at INEC in Managus, has very

kindly volunteered to keep in touch with our contacts in Nicaragua, to inform
us of new developments'and to suégest needs which we might respond to. She
does this nith the support of the Director of INEC.

2. DEVELOPMENTS IN NICARAGUA

CONTEXT '
2.1 While the US continues to fund the Contra war, there is no doubt that

it exacerbates Nicaragua's many problems of underdevelopment. In statistics
the econcmic and social effects of the war threaten efforts to narrow the
gap between the varied statistical needs of flowering soclal, economic and

educational programmes and Nicaragua's small stock of numerate (let alone '

—_— ;, —
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statistical) skills. For more discussion, see Statistics in Nicaragum
report (*), .

2.2-A particulam-problem for developing all planning and research‘
is posed by the lack of experienced and skilled workers. . Before

the Revolution in Nicaresgua there was little interest ‘in sccial
planning. The efforts to change this situation are dogged by not

- only the small size of the profesaional workiorce hut.also its.

inatability: on the ome hand there abe frequent mobhilisations from
all parts of Nicaragus to help defénd the country, and on the other
hand economic instabiiity in this eass mesns that professional workers

can be attracted by & greater income “ine apeculat;ve commerce and
production. L

PRIQRITIES
2.3 The demand on statisticians is VEIV dlffsrent 1n Nicaragua from

that in Britain. The emphasis is.not in the main on. Bensitzve tech—

‘niques to extract more then a cursory deacription of trends, patterns

and proceasses, bubt rather on extrzcting ile cursory description
1tself. 4 praectical, generalist approach is required. o

2,4 There is & lack of - personnel who .combine skills. of statistlcs
with systems asnalysis and computing to adapt and apnly standard
gurvey methods and experimental -metheds, from design to. presentatlon
2.5 Computing: IR compafible micros are now quite widespread in

research, teaching, -and. administratlon? hut very chn underuused
" There‘is & loosely-applied policy ‘of pramoting DBase~3, Lotus and

Wordperfect. SP3S-pe is avallable- BiD2~pc is used at UNAN-Leon.‘
2.6 In planning at all levels there is a lack of sinple trend
indicators and forecsats. Current work involves indicators of
produetion and prices, educational coverage, and improved Qoverageof
vital statistics. ' ‘

2.7 The training of student statzstic;ans is seeking to orient them
towards working with non-numerate colleagues. More than half “the
first graduates from the Unirersity statiatica‘degree in Jznuary
1987 returned to the University within the yesr, $o teach. ' Since
then, the course lecturers heve extended and 1mproved both the
work experience part of the degree and their own particlgation

in interdiseciplinary research. The other side of this culn is

the low support for the pure. mathematics degree, whose intare has
Eropped se far as to cause concerned diseussion of 1ts future.

2.8 Because of the instability .of persennel, there is a perspectlve
of building out from the atrongest bases in statistica, Ehese are
INEC and UNAN-Leon. Both spread their stntlstlcal experlence through
their collaborative work with other institutions.

f?Z“"



A N.E.M.
2.9 The Nicaraguan Asscciation of Statisticians and Hathematic:.ane

was launched in 1987: Asociacidn Nicaragtiense de Ee_tadietlcos ¥
MatemAticos. It has 82 members (end 1987), has issued =z jdmal
which carries mostly translated articles from foreign eourées,
and held a founding seminsr fo discuas probleina largely from

the University perspective. ANEM's president is Juan Rocha, ‘
secretary of the Applied Mathematics Department of UNAN-Leon; he
is preparing and article on the development of statistics in
Niceragua which will be translated to English. ANEM will be .
important in developing relations with statistical bodies in other
countries. ANEM is affiliated to CONAPRO, the national committee of
professionsl orgenisations which seeks to unify ‘professiomals'

in overcoming underdevelopment and the agression.. ST

3. NICARAGUA STATISRICS FUND: PRIORIT TES IN 1988 .

3.1 Publicise the need for pesce gnd & stop Hto intervention in
Nicaragua 8 sovereignty, &s 1ndiepensable ‘for statisticsl
develogment as it ias for justice. . oo : :

3.2 Concentrate on links with (a) ANEM, promotinmg correspondence

“Betwéen it end RSS/EGS; {b) INEC; the govermsent statisties
institute; ‘and (¢) UNAN-Leon, ‘the mein University statistics centre.

Encourage direct links between other Ficardguen imstitutions and
individusal statisticians or imstitutions in Britain. :

3.3 Encou.rage vigits of volunteers to Nicéaragus from Britain.
Either shor'b-ﬁerm {eg. 8 2-week course 1eaving notes in Spenish,
during UNAK's Jan-mid-March récess) or longsr term {nore flexible)
using TecNica's technical wolunteer scheme (see Statistics in
Nicaragua report {*)).

3.4 Continue ta appeal for cash dona'['.ions to fund solar calculators,
texts, and floppy discs.

3.5 Continue to channel texts to Nicaragua: launch an appeal for
each statistician on holiday in'Spain to return with texts.

4. APPEAL : : : : .

ALL BEADERS OF THIS REPORT ARE URGED TO SUPPORT TI'IE NICAHAGUA
SPLTISEICS PUND'S EFFOATS. OUR PEHSONAL CONDITIONS ALLOW MANY OF Tu
MAKE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO NICARAGUA'S SURVIVAL.: BHE FUND
IS ONE (E THE EXPRESSIONS OF QUR COMMITNENT ©0 30CIALLY RESPONSIBLE
DEVELOMENT. THE INTERNATIONAL LINKS MADE WITH NIGARAGUA ARE

THEMSEIVSS AN ACHIEVEMENT TO NURTURE.

-23-
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. The progranme will include the Eollowmg speeke:s-
Wendy Moore Bealt.h Jomnalist ‘and Secretary to' the

BEYGND THE STRIISTICAL

Saturday Pelxuary 27th . 10.00 am. - 5.30 pa.
Friends Meeting Bouse, St. Martins Lane, London WC2'

The media use stetlstics ml waye which distract
.attention from-the real problems, i
The purpose.of this. conference is to exfplore whys; -

in which we can.boths

—-gee through this. sta.tist:.cal smoheecreen,and
-use statistics .in a. const:uctwe way in po:u._; 1.
debates about health servicee, transpurt, hmzsing
andeducation. S S ]

Deta.:.le from: miﬂ Bayat, 27 St.’m‘m Bouse, -
4, Vest ‘“h?ur sﬁt‘;‘-! .
London El OPY
- ot v . P 7903460
- Janet -Shepim, .. .. 01 348 3485

Campaigu for Pregs and Bu;oadcastim Freedom

i Dr- Martin: Mogridée '!ransgort Studies Group. D‘JL wl

“he Downs-TThomeon, Paradexs-
Lo © % op-increasingrped capacity lomrs t:af.fic
'speedé.nomgestedcitycentras.

John Adams Depazment of Geography, L
‘Evaleating the effect:.venees
af‘ toad safe!:y measutes.

!by Carr-ﬁill and Jobn Lintott

" will lead a saﬁinar o
‘Alternative Social Trends’

- The Health Group wOrkstnpe and. some of the sessions will-rm

in parallel

i***iﬁt*tit*t**#ﬂ*t ’

The conference fee (1nc1uding tee or coffee) w111 be €5
(£2.50 unweged) . lunch will be available.

“Prease contact Pavid ot Janet very- soon if-you would like a creche

l:obepr
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for RADICAL STATISTICS

- In this shorf piece David- Drew and Stéve ‘Wisher -describe .
some of the work of COMMUNITY RESEARCH dﬂd THE
SURVEY UNIT at Sheffield City Polytechnic. :

Shortly 'after the Radical Statistics Group was formed we began in our
newsletters t0 mention ‘the ‘Fire  brigade’. ' This- wis’ to-Have been a highly
trained  group ;bfradimlsmnstihmwhonﬁhedmthemumoeof
community groups to -help them in™itheéir hour of. meed. It ‘didn't quite work
out like that. Or maybe it did. Intkef'mtdeﬁﬂeofﬂmgroupwesaw
soms very heaithy developments-in -cur - -different sub-ghbups: and;some groups
“have been pi.l:ttcularly a&uve i gwing a.mﬁanee to commumty grouw*' .

Therearethoughsomnbasmﬂawsmththeldeaoflfmebngade.'
particular, the sssumption that we sll have time for such work. After a full

T day-a the office- do ‘you feel like doirig’ some more statistios?’}.  would

mrherte wnl‘.h thehds

In Sheﬂ'l&[d the COMMUNITY RESEARCH group was formed partly to
overcome this probléem.~ As a grouwp: of ‘tén. we design, plan, execute and
-~ ganalyss surveys on a funded basis, The group includes sociologists, statis-

- tickins -and - systems -analysts and we .bave .carried out work for the Race
_Equality Unit and_Education Depa.rtment of Sheffxeld C:ty Councxl and the
. "Commission for Raucial Equality: & - ¢ - This
'isona oomulta;ucy bms We a.l.so pmude adv:co to commumty groups

Thm se6mms to bel a vast potenti&l fot Work with commumty groups
(see Libby Cooper's article in the last RADICAL STATISTICS). We were
recontly approached by a group “of ‘doctors -@nd social workers ‘in “Sheffield
whose plan was to “catry out ‘@ -survey of locil health needs prior to -the

~,bu1id1ngofanawﬂmlﬂn€enmmthem In the end our advice was

that they shotild ‘tiot: Gse a ‘sutvey.(at least-im-the first instance) and one of
‘our numbér (Jim Bryant) worked with them to help esubhsh their objacuves
,undhowmfuturewumaybeubhtomrthem. : ..

: " 'We. have nho hnd apprmhes t‘:om a: Commumty Health Council asking
-for help in establishing a heaith profile of the area (Calderdale) using census -
statistics.  Although we had the statistical regources, we did not have. time
“t0 do:this projéct and they 'dldn’t lnve the funds for a fully costed piece of
work, : .

: December 1987 sawtheesmbljshmentoflfullcost Survey Unit at
Sheffield Polytechnic and we hope that a by-product of this. work. will be
that we can devote more resources to research in collaboration with small
_ groups. - We hope that funding will be sufficient l‘or us to do othdr work
s enswd""a mnch lower ratas than normnl N

el 0 We would very. much llke m bave finks thh other gmups dqmg lilmlar
work and hope that these :deas will be discussed at the R.AbSTAJ‘S ,AGM .

-Note:Thudevelopmentumpanllelw:ththegmupmedCOMMUNlTY
O.R. which is directed by Colin Tlmrshurst and Jim Bryant at Northern
. College and the Polytechnic.

) _Eurther dqtails' of COMMUN]TY RESEARCH and THE SHEFFIELD .
SURVEY UNIT can be obfained from David Drew or Steve Wisher,
Department of Applied Statistics and Operational Research, Sheffield

" City Polytechnic, Pond Street, Sheffield 1.

(0742-720911 X2401)
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STATTSTICS 1IN NICARAGUA APPEAT,

Greer embellishes her argument with many relevant details. Her
discussion takes in infertility, chastity, family planning
technology and its history, abortion and infanticide. She
discusses the eugenics movement and the population industry from
Malthus to today, and in her concluding chapter on the myth of
overpopulation drives home the message that people are not a
problem but that the problem is the poverty and sgqualor in which
many of them live, conditions which are created by the greed of
men most notably those in the West.

If the principal function of writing is to stimulate creative
thought then Greer certainly does that. This book is about the
population industry and is by someone who, as not part of that
industry, can see the whole and how the pieces fit together. It
is food for thought for those working in demography and also for
those interested in general Third World and development issues.
It places population studies in its political context. Vital, if
you'll forgive the pun, reading for all those concerned with the
subject.

CASH Please make 2 commitment to suppor® Nicaragua's

survival through. the 'Nicaragua Statistics
#und'. Money will be used for Spanish texis,
solar c¢=? culators and floppy discs.

BOOK TAY ON HOLIDAYS TO SPAIN If you visit Spain this
year and pass through a University towm, make &
point of buying one or some Spanish textbooks:
translations of standard English-language texts
are always useful.

DIRECT LINES Visit Nicaragua to learn of the situation
and  to work if you are able. Make contact

through the fund with your counterparts in
Nicaragua.

(=) 'Sftétiaticé in Nicaragua: 2 report'. Available from the

Nicaragua Statistics Fund, price £1.

NICARAGUA STATISTICS FUND, c/o 242 Keighley Road, Bradford BDg 4JZ

- Forpeacs - To respond to the immediate needs of smm work in Nicaragua  + To encourage statisticians in Britain

to visit Nicaragua  » To encourage lasting links between statisticians in Nicaragua and in Britain

Sponsored by the Radical Statistics Group and the British Society for Social Responsibility in Science

The Radical Statistics Newsletter is available by subscription. Current rates are £5 per
year for individuals and £7 for institutions and £1.50 for the unwaged. The newsletter is
available from the Radical Statistics Group, ¢/- BSSRS, 25 Horsell Rd, London N5 IXL.
Tel 01 607 9615.

The Radical Staristics Newsletter is produced three times a year in May, July and
December

Editors: send the typed newsletter to Janet Shapiro one month before they want
the newsletter to reach readers. Copy to be typed on A4 paper.

Contributors: send articles to the Editor by the copydate on A44 paper, typed single-
spaced with 1Y% inch margins all round. All members of RSG are
invited to conmribute to the newsletter - articles may vary from very short
10 quite long. Letters and reviews are also welcome.

: The Editor’s address usually a in the last newsletter, but articles
e : i " to "The Edimr.plggar?cf- BSSRS, 25 Horsell Rd, London
N5 1XL. :

Copy Date: ' 31$[: MMLL 198%

DATA PROTECTION ACT

In accordance with the DPA, any member is entitled to ask
(a) for a printout of his/her personal details (name and address) as kept on the RadStats computer
(b) that his/her personal details should not be so stored

Anyone wishing to avail l.imns'zlvw of this right, please contact the Troika with requests in triplicate.




