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NICARAGUAN ASSOCIATION OF STATISTICIANS AND MATHEMATICIANS

For & dignified peace... A free country or death!

Steve Simpson

Secretary

Nicaragua Statistics Fund
England

Dear Steve:

With great happiness I have received your letters dated 7th March in
which you send me some information [about The Nicaragua workshop at the
1988 Radical Statistics Conference - SS) and ask some questions around
the work that all of you in England are developing for statistics in
our country, which I consider not only valiant but highly stimulating
for ourselves. So I want to make clear some things that I believe will
be of interest to you and which relate to your letters:

a) At present, whenever I write to friends abroad, I do it with a mind
to the support which they may offer us to ensure the continuing
publication of the modest journal which we are working on., By that I
mean that we are requesting all that can be directed that way beacause
we believe that with such an instrument we can win ouselves a place not
only within but also outside our country. In other words, the journal

will in time gain space for us, which at the moment is difficult to
obtain by other means.

I don't want to hide the fact that we have had some problems with the
printing of the journal itself, since what we lack is not contributions
but a method of publishing them. In INEC [National Institute of
Statistics and Censuses - SS] where we have had it done, the duplicator
is in a bad state; this is a pity because it meant zero printing costs,
At other places it costs a great deal and we do not have resources to
support such an expenditure. All this is presenting us with some
challenges of what to do to print the journal and we are studying the
alternatives, On the other hand our governing body felt that your last
letter was very opportune in that you were yourself preoccupied by this
matter and indeed asked what possible support could be given us, for

which we thank you, With this in mind, we think that you could help us
in two ways:

(1) Sending especially electronic stencils which in our country there
simply are not, or they are very difficult or expensive to come across.
Paper and the rest vwe do not ask for because such things can be bought
here. Thus we suggest to you all (if you can) to send money with

stencils and that your representative which you have here in Nicaragua
buys the rest: paper, card, etc. . -

(2) Looking in England for people or institutions which are interested
in helping us regarding our journal. We have here a concrete plan for
the journal itself, which is already written and think could be sent to
you in the next letter if it interests you.
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b) The article about Statistics in Nicaragua is almost in draft form
and T am thinking to send it to you in July '88; what has slowed {t

down has been in part the temporary absence from the country of some of

the people whom I wish to read it and to give me their professional
evaluations. It depends on that now.

c¢) The open letter which you suggested I shall enclaose with this letter

and T have hope that it can help in the work which we are engaged in.
Thankyou infinitely for all the efforts which have been made already
concerning this. I send you both the original in Spanish and a version
in English which attempts to carry its meaning as well as possible.

d) About the list of our members who may be interested in an exchange
with their counterparts in England, I believe that I can ensure it in
the next letter since our governing body is in a phase of some
reorganisation which will give us a good idea of our membership and
where it is located, As far as the list goes that you sent us, we shall
reproduce it on a stencil and distribute it among all’ the members who
may wish a contact with the colleagues who are listed there. In the

next letter I shall send you a copy of the circular so that you may see
it yourself,

e) There is some information which T believe it important that you know
in the meantime ahout our circumstances:

}. We organised last march the first Day Conference on Statistics and
Mathematics (poster enclosed), which was not covered in its entirety
for problems of transport as on two occasions as we were travelling
from Leon to Managua the bus in which some of we participants were
travelling bhroke down and left us stranded on the way., The Conference
was some 70% completed and the rest will be finished possibly in June
of this year., This activity is the most productive of all that the
Association has done because evidence was given of the lack of relation
of our professions with the institutions of production and services
and, the most incredible, between ourselves, Another thing to emerge
from the activity was the unequal development (natural to expect)
between Managua and Leon as it was the second which presented the more
substantial and widereaching contributions which was very impressive,
Ve are thinking of editing a review of the day conference itself, or if
not then dedicating the next issue of the Journal in its entirety to
the day conference.

2, As a product of such a crisis in values of the professions, in their
lack of contact with institutions, it is being proposed that we set out
from the classrooms and put ourselves in the institutions to work
directly with them in the hope of creating some type of point of entry
to facilitate the access of knowledge of what they do and how we can
support them,

For example, the School of Statistics in Leon has wanted to establish
working relations with Institutions in the region but this has been
difficult because on the one side they do not know what we can do and
we ourselves do not know how we can support them: it is a vicious
circle., Thus what is being attempted in the medium term is to place a
statistician in the Institution itself, full time, who can help the
development of the organisation and at the same time seek out a base'
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ASOCIACION NICARAGUENSE DE ESTADISTICOS Y MATEMATICOS '

CONAPRO “HEROES Y MARTIRES"
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA

for the subsequent participation of other statisticians. It is as
though we were creating a type.of "beach head", a point of entry which
at present does not exist., In Nicaragua there is a profound lack of !
knowledge of what we statisticians can do and how we do it, even in the

highest levels of decision-making of the revolutionary government., Of

course none of this corresponds to any pre-established policy but is a i

consequence of underdevelopment and a hroad professional ignorance,
Remember that the Statistics career is relatively new in the country
(it was born in 1984) and that speaks for itself,

Work in the School of Statistics in Leon continues with its usual rythm l.edn, May 26, 1988.
and we are now trying to set up closer and stronger links with our

colleagues in Managua who as you already know have a level of Ve

development below our own, At present I am continuing my bureaucratic N TTER .
work as Secretary of the Faculty of Sciences and teach the course on )
Calculation of Probability Il to students of year 3 of the course., But v
my intentions in the long term are to either leave my administrative Dear collegues:

duties and stay here as a full~-time teacher, or retiré from the
university and work in Institutions outside. We shall see what happens -
in the future, .

1 am writing to you, as President of the Nicaraguan
Association of Matematicians and Statisticians (ANEM, from its
spanish initials), created in September 1986, with the purpose of
making possible, in the near future, an exchange of interests that
might make roum for an approach of our professional organizations.

I think that for the moment these are the significant things to let you
know, and [ believe it is of more interest that there have been
efforts, and that they continue, in favour of the development of
statistics in our country. I repeat once more our sincere thanks for
all that you are able to do to co-support our efforts and I hope that
we will continue this written correspondence as a form of maintaining

ermanent contact The Association has been constituted as a consequence of the
4 .

growth of the academic work in both mathematics and statistics in our
country, which has been made itsel# manifest in the creation of two
schools of mathematics and two schools of statistics (in both Managua
and Leon) that have as their goals, the training ~at the B.S. level -
of protessionals in both disciplines. All this has bring about the
necessity of getting ourselves involved with the management of state
and private institutions, in order to involve mathematicians and
statisticians in the decision-making process and the evaluation of
our incidence in those institutions.

Always fraternally

o ted s

Juan F, Rocha N,
President, ANEM

Having made the above considerations, the Association
pursues the following goals:

1. To raise —in agreement with the most urgent needs of our

country- the scientific and technical level of its mambers,

. encouraging the discussion of problems and suggesting possible
solutions to the interested organizations.

2. To hold meetings, panels, congresses and informal
conversations about ouwr careers, their influence in the development
of our country, and the popularization of our work at all levels.
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ASOCIACION NICARAGUENSE DE ESTADISTICOS Y MATEMATICOS

CONAPRO “HEROES Y MARTIRES”
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA

3. Tu make poussible the edition of a journal that ensures
the difussion of the mathematical and statistical work in Nicaragua,
Lot in-and outside Nicaragua. The ist. number of that journal has
already been issued.

At the time of the writing of this letter, the Association
has 85 members.

In our opinion, any suggestion from Qou about the ideas
presented in this letter, wmsight help to strenghten the bonds of
friendship between us, and be the starting point of a relationship of
wmulual couoperation that may, in the future, be beneficial for both of
US.

Looking forward to hear from you scon, 1 remain.

Sincerely yours,

Juan F. Rocha N.

President.

Association of Mathematiciens
and Statisticians.

Facultad de Cienclias.

UNAN- Ledn.
Nicaragua.
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