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The Radical Statistics Group is a proup of individuals based on the distribution of
this newsletter. The small amount of central administration work is done by a
committee known as ‘The Troika’, and elected at the Annual General Meeting. The
editorship of this newsletter rotates; details of how o subscribe are given below and
details of how to contribute are given on the inside back cover. Apart from producing
this newsletter, the work of the RSG is done by its sub-groups whose membership is
open to all interested parties. Please consult the contact people below if you wish to
get involved. Use the newsletter to advertise if you wish to start a new group.

Radical Statistics electronic discussion group: radstats@mailbase.ac.uk

The Troika

Dave Gordon, Department of Social Policy, School for Policy Studies, Rodney
Lodge, Bristol BS8 4EA, Tel. 0117 974 1117 x222. Dave.Gordon@bris.ac.uk

Andrew Philpott Morgan, Lower Maisonette, 20 Dunollie Road, London, NW5
2XP, Tel. 0171 813 4565

Julian Wells, 51 Coloumb Street, London SE 10. 9HA . Tel : (0181) 853 0014
101330.1123@compuserve.com

This newsletter was edited by Danny Dorling and Ludi Simpson

Review editor: Nicky Dennis, 69 Harpes Road, Oxford, OX2 70J. Tel: (0171) 873

6360 (W), (-1865) 558460 (h).

Publications archive: Christy Maginn, 20 Gwenfron Road, Kenington, Liverpool,
L6 9AL. Tel: (0151)-260-2253.

Deadlines for newsletter copy: 30th March 1998, June 30th 1998, 30th November

1998 (see inside back cover)

Subgroups

Health: Alison Macfarlane, 40 Warwick Rd., St. Albans, Herts, AL1 4DL. Tel/fax:
(01727) 852111 (h). Email Alison.Macfarlane@perinat.ox.ac.uk :

Education: Susan Starkings, South Bank University, School of Computing, 103
Borough Rd,London,SE1 0AA. Tel : (0171) 815 7455 (w)

Economic: Andrew Philpott Morgan, Lower Maisonette, 20 Dunollie Road, London,
NWS5 2XP Tel: (0171) 813 4565.

For general correspondence write to:
Radical Statistics, c¢/o 10 Ruskin Avenue, Heaton, Bradford, BD9 6ER.

Radical Statistics is available by subscription from Radical Statistics Group, c/o 10
Ruskin Avenue, Heaton, Bradford. BD9 6EB. Current rates are £5 per vear for low
waged (self defined) and £12 for waged and overseas, and £20 for institutions. The
cost to the unwaged is £3 for one year.

Radical Statistics is usually produced three times per year.
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Subscribe to Radical Statistics! )

Tenclose the uppropriate subscription or have filled in the

On joining, you will

receive Radical Statistics & standing order details below.

three times a year and all

news of special evenis, g Your name:

Make cheques payable to Your address:

‘Radical Statistics'. Send

this form to Radical Postcode:

Statistics (subs), clo Home telephone:

10 Ruskin Avenue, ::xm telephonc:
Bradford BDY 6E8 Email:

Tmay be interested in working with others on (up to six
pleasel):

A Anti-poverty/welfare g gf-\'ﬂ!oping countries
OUSIM|
Ring the letters that e " P UmemBEu ment
deseribe your inferests. B Crime, law, police stais. ploymer
ye ' C  Pesce/nuclenr arms S Surveysfstatistics for
You or other Radical D Philosophy and politics wmmfm'll)’ groups/
Statistics subscribers can of statistics campaigns
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others to discuss ial F E i U Trades Union campaigns
new work for axa'.t;i‘ng or G Government statistics w b“"“lﬁlﬂﬂs ES_W_WKMS
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1 Internationalisation and Y Im"mﬂnl
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If you wish to pay by ling order, please P and sign
this panel, but send it to Radical Statistics so thal we can
update our records before sending on to your bank.

Your bank: Sort code:

(Fhese same raies also Bank's full address:

apply to overseas
subscribers, bul sterling

cheques only please) Please deduct from my account no.:

the sum of: on receipt of this form, and on the same
date each year, and credit the account of Radical Statistics, a/e
50504569, Co-operative Bank Islinglon Branch, 1 Isling

High Street, London N1 9TR. Sort code: 08-90-33.

This cancels all previous standing orders to Radical Statistics.

in accordance with the Daia
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enditled to ask for a printows of
your personal detalls or
request that they should nat be
: slored on computer,
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Statistics have made their way into virtually every

area of modern society. In every political controversy Concerned

statistics are produced to justify one claim or another, a b out va fi d
s

Does this mean that statistics are produced by .
technical criteria but d? Are statistical method rehable

themselves shaped by vested interests, by political fofioe?
infuences and deological viewpoints? Are statisicss S LQHISTLCS
results presented to justify decisions or as a means of
understanding the needs of society? .
Worried about

Are istics pr 1in a frag 1 and restricted

way which prevents some questions being researched  ffz@ integrity 0 f
or even asked? Do they often mystify rather than . .
explain? Can they be demystified and made useful to statistical

le?
maore peaple work?

What do these questions mean for people working in
statistics, for research and for teaching? These are
amongst the questions which the Radical Statislics
Group is addressing. If these questions concern you,
why don’t you join us?

Radical Statistics



(_Radical Statistics - who are ‘;Ve?j

‘The Radical Statistics Group was formed in January 1975 by statisticians and
research workers with a common concern about the political assumptions and
implications of much of their work, and an awareness of the actual and potential
misuse of statistics and its ques. The group is independent from any other
organisation, but members are radical in the sense of committed to helping to build
a more free, egalitarian and democratic society,

Among our particular concerns are;

- The mystifying use of technical language in order to
disguise social problems as technical ones,

+ The lack of control by the community over the aims of
statistical investigations, the way these are conducted
and the use of information produced.

+ The power structures within which statistical workers
are employed, and which control the work and the uses
to which it is put.

+ The fragmentation of problems into separate specialist
fields to the detriment of common problems,

Our concerns

The group has an administrative ‘troika’ elected at the
annual conference. The conference looks at radical
perspectives on statistical methods and the social
production of statistics. It also charts the future work of
the group.

Conference

. Much of our work is based around working groups - they

Worklng have been active on health, education, nueclear issues,

groups race, Nicaragua, women and statistics, and
performance indicators. They produce books, pamphlets
and papers, and contribute to a range of campaigning
issues. Campaign groups often approach us for help and
advice - we iry to put them in touch with a member who
can help,

Radical Statistics carries articles and news three times a
year, initiating debates around our members® interests,
Our editorial policy is loose and we encourage all who
share our concems to contribute,

Journal

We urge anyone with similar concerns to join the group by completing the back of
this leaflet, to make contributions to our newsletter and to join one or more of our
working groups.

(Publications)

Choosing schools by bers? The statistics of school
performance. 4-page broadsheet, 1992. Price including Make cheques payable to

postage: 50p (1 copy), 30p (2-99 copies) 20p (100+ Radical Statistics and send -
copies). to Radical Statistics
e "
Figuring out education spending - trends 1978-85 and :p; iﬁ;ﬁﬁ{;:ﬂiﬁ
their meaning. 1987. £1 (+30p postage and packing). Bradford
Statistics in Nicaragua. 1987. £1 (+30p postaage and BDS 6EB
packing).
Radical Statistics back issues are available at £1.50 per
issue. Recent contents include:
No.56: The politics of mathematics education - Closure
of CERC in Paris - Spain’s official statistics - Japancse
birth rate and school dropouts - Statistics of cold weather
deaths
No.55: Undercount in the 1991 census - The presentation
of military statistics - Radical Statistics Health Group
See alsot A full list of publications
Demystifying social statistics. Edited by John Irvine, lan  since 1975 is available on
Miles and Jeff Evans, Pluto Press, 1979, request,

Britain's Black Population, S d Edition, Gower
Press, 1988,




Data Protection Act

In accordance with the Data Protection Act, any member of the Radical Statistics

Group is entitled to ask:

a) For a printout of his‘her personal details and name and address as kept on
theRadical Statistics Group computer.

b) That his/her personal details do not be so stored. Anyone wishing to avail
themselves of this right, please contact the Troika (address on inside front cover)
with requests in triplicate.

Contributions to Radical Statistics

All readers of Radical Statistics are invited to contribute to the newsletter. Articles
may vary from brief notices to detailed articles. Letters and reviews are also welcome.
Contributions should be sent to the next editor using the address and guidelines below.

Joint editors for 1998

Christina Pantazis Other Joint Editor te be announced, and
School for Policy Studies, agreed at A.G.M

University of Bristol

8 Woodland Road

Clifton

Bristol BS8 1TN
Tel 0117 928 9000 ext. 8519
E-Mail C Pantazis@bris.ac.uk

Deadline for copy: 30th March 1998, June 30th 1998, November 30th 1998

For those with access to computers the next editor will take contributions preferably
on 3.5” DOS discs, using Wordperfect, Microsoft Word, or ASCII text mentioning the
hardware the discs were prepared on. Please also include a hard copy of the
contribution. Ideally use 2 cm margins, Bookman (or alternative) 13 pt for text, 18 pt
bold for subheadings, 18 pt italics for your name, and 24 pt bold for the title. If you
haven’t got access to a computer, paper is quite acceptable, but a lot of extra work for
the editor. Graphs, charts and diagrams should be on paper, in clear print ready to

copy.

Refereed articles: an attempt to improve quality

If you wish comments on your article before publication, please state this and send
three copies (but no disc) to one of the editors, Two readers will review your article
for clarity and relevance to the concerns of Radical Statistics - see back cover - and
may suggest improvements. The editors may then require you to make alterations
before publication. Articles not refereed will receive minimal editorial change and are
likely to appear in the next issue of the newsletter.
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Radical Statistics - who are we?

The Radical Statistics Group was formed in January 1975 by statisticians and research
workers with a common concern about the political assumptions and implications of
much of their work, and an awareness of the actual and potential misuse of statistics
and its techniques. The group is independent from any other organisation, but
members are radical in the sense of committed to helping to build a more free,
egalitarian and democratic society.

Our concerns Among our particular concerns are:

e The mystifying use of technical language in order to disguise social problems as
technical ones

e The lack of control by the community over the aims of statistical investigations, the
way these are conducted and the use of information produced

e The power structures within which statistical workers are employed, and which -
control the work and the uses to which it is put

¢ The fragmentation of problems into separate specialist fields to the detriment of
common problems
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