
STATISTICS

RADICAL

#127
2020



Radical Statistics Group 
Radical Statistics was formed in 1975 by researchers and statisticians with a common 
interest about the political implications of their work, and an awareness of the actual and 
potential misuse of statistics.  

‘Radstats’ is independent of any other organisation. Members are radical in being committed 
to helping build a more free, democratic and egalitarian society.  

Our particular concerns are:  

• The mystifying use of technical language to disguise social problems as technical 
ones  

• The lack of control by the community over the aims of statistical investigations  

• The power structures within which statistical workers are employed and which 

control the work and how it is used  

• The fragmentation of social problems into specialist fields, obscuring 

connectedness  

 

Website and Social Media 

Radstats.org.uk has information about all activities, including over 100 back issues of the 
journal. Twitter is @radicalstats, Radical Statistics on Facebook.  

Website is managed by Robin Rice: rcrice@ymail.com 

Discussion list  

RadStats hosts an open email discussion list. This can be accessed from the website or at: 
www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/radstats.html  

List owner is Alison Macfarlane: a.j.macfarlane@city.ac.uk 

How to subscribe  

Radical Statistics is usually produced three times a year. 

Rates are £35 per year, £10 for low-income, free for students, and £35 for organisations 
and institutions, which can be invoiced.  

How we are organised  

We have an administrator and a managing board or 'Troika' who co-ordinate and promote 
the work of the group. The editorship of Radical Statistics rotates. Sub-groups are open to 
all members.  
 

Troika are:   troika@radstats.org.uk 

Alistair Cairns, Clare Griffiths, David Lamb

 

 

Health Sub-group: Alison Macfarlane, a.j.macfarlane@city.ac.uk  

Population Sub-group: Sylvie Dubuc, sylvie.dubuc@spi.ox.ac.uk  

Administrator: Alistair Cairns, admin@radstats.org.uk  

27/2 Hillside Crescent, Edinburgh EH7 5EF  

Treasurer:  David Lamb, davidlamb555@btinternet.com  
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Editorial team are: editors@radstats.org.uk  

 
Roy Carr-Hill  
University of York 
 

 
Sean Demack 
Sheffield Hallam 
University 
 
 

  

Eileen Magnello 
(Copy editing) 

 

 

Contributions to Radical Statistics  

We welcome all contributions. They can be on any topic – statistical and radical, ideally. 
Articles can be topical or cover earlier works, including Radstats or other relevant sources. 
Book reviews and short comment or news pieces are particularly welcome. We also invite 
articles that adopt an international perspective on statistics. Articles will be refereed if you 
wish.  

If you have an interest in a specific topic area and would like to suggest a special issue, 
please get in touch. We can put out a call for papers on the subject to the RadStats list to 
get started.  

The format for submissions may be found at             
www.radstats.org.uk/radical-statistics-editors-page/  

Disclaimer  

The views expressed are those of individual authors and are not necessarily shared by the 
Radical Statistics Group or the editors. Copyright remains with the authors. The Group 
and its editors cannot be held responsible for errors or any consequences arising.  
 

Cover design   

Melanie Schöllhammer; photo by Waldemar Brandt on Unsplash. 
 

Data Protection Act  

In accordance with the Data Protection Act, any member is entitled to:  

a) a copy of the small amount of personal details (name, address, email etc) kept on 
record.  

b) instruct that one’s personal details be deleted. If you have questions, please contact 
the administrator.  
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